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GAMLINGAY PLAYERS

present

TABLE MANNERS

by Alan Ayckbourn

Venue: Gamlingay First School
Friday 25th and Saturday 26th March 2011 at 7.45 p.m.

Tickets: adults £7.50, concessions £5.00
Available from the Cutting Mill or gamlingayplayers.
co.uk
Gamlingay First School Association will be running a 
licensed bar.

Help tomorrow take shape

On 27 March, the census will take a snapshot of society in England 
and Wales. So any day now a questionnaire will arrive in the post 
asking you about your household and all the people living there. If it 
has already arrived keep it safe.  Your household is one of around 25 
million in England and Wales taking part. The 2011 Census is all about 
numbers. It asks about work, health, national identity, citizenship, ethnic 
background, education, second homes, language, religion, whether you 
are married and so on. This information helps the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) to produce population estimates. 
Why should this matter to you? Like all local authorities in England 
and Wales, South Cambridgeshire District Council relies on census 
population estimates to feed into the government funding your 
communities need for public services. How much it gets is related to 
how many people the census says live in your area – so if the census can’t account for everyone, it could lose 
out. Even if the census were to end up just a few households short, it could make a very real difference to 
people’s lives.
You can complete your 2011 Census online (you’ll need the internet access code on the front of your 
questionnaire to log in), or complete the questionnaire by hand and post it back in the pre-paid envelope. 
Everything you tell the census is confidential. It will only be used to help build an accurate picture of the 
population so that public sector organisations and other users can plan their services and activities over the 
next ten years. Your questionnaire is turned into numbers by ONS and is not shared with any other local or 
national government department.
For more information visit www.census.gov.uk   Thank you for taking part.  

Table Manners has been described by critics 
as probably Ayckbourn’s best play. The action 
tells the story of Norman who believes it is 
his mission in life to make women happy.

 In the course of a disastrous weekend at 
the family home Norman tries to seduce his 
sister-in-law, charm his brother-in-law’s wife 
and woo his own wife over the course of four 
meals in the dining room. 

For the first time in the 45 year history 
of the Gamlingay Players this play will 
be performed in the round, as Ayckbourn 
originally intended. Thought-provoking, 
intimate but also very funny, this play proves 
why Ayckbourn is one of the 
greatest living playwrights.

Royal Wedding Tea Party

There will be a Royal Wedding 
Tea Party at St Mary’s Church in 
Gamlingay on the afternoon of 29 
April 2011 with refreshments and 
entertainment. 

All are 
welcome.  
Further details 
will be available 
next month. 



Gamlingay and Gransden Scout Group
Thursday Scout Troop – The Future – An 

Opportunity?
by Dan Whiddett, Group Scout Leader

Phil has been Scout Leader of the Thursday Troop for ten years. For the last six years 
he has also led the Explorer Unit who meets on Mondays. The time has come when 
running two sections each week is too much, so Phil will be stepping down as Scout 
Leader at Easter to concentrate on the Explorers.

What does this mean for Thursday Scouts?
The Troop will close at Easter unless new Leaders can be found, leaving the current 
Scouts the alternatives of transferring to the Friday Troop or being left without 
Scouting in Gamlingay. 
Hence the opportunity.
The Group would like two or more parents to come forward and be prepared to put on 
a uniform to keep the Troop running. What is involved is the two hours on a Thursday 
night plus time spent preparing the weekly programme, running any weekend 
activities, some training and some administration. There is help and support available 
and if two or three people step forward to share the load it is not a burden. You 
quickly get to know others who are involved which makes it a lot of fun. If you want 
to know more about the specifics of what is involved give Phil a call on 01480 830866 
or come along on a Thursday evening.
It is a great chance to volunteer and have fun so please give it some thought.

What next?
Well that is really up to you.
Parents and Scouts were invited to an open meeting to finalise the future for the Troop 
on Thursday 17th Feb, but for those unable to attend, please do contact me if you feel 
this might be the opportunity for you to get involved with young people.

ST. MARY’S ‘GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME’

Since launching ourselves last September, volunteers have been active within the 
village helping people who find themselves temporarily or permanently housebound.  
We currently have three ‘neighbours’ being visited regularly and others receiving 
the occasional visit.  We have delivered an item and provided several lifts to the 
Doctors’ Surgery and collected prescriptions from the Chemist.  We were also able to 
help someone, temporarily laid low, with a small amount of shopping and practical 
domestic tasks.

All our volunteers have been CRB checked, our services are completely free and 
we are ready and willing to help.  If you find yourself incapacitated and in need of 
assistance or if you know someone who is struggling to cope, please give us a call.  
We can provide company and conversation; help with shopping and local errands; 
undertake minor practical tasks, for example changing a light bulb or putting out the 
bins; provide assistance with form filling or official telephone calls; offer necessary 
transport within the village.  (NB : Requests for transport beyond the village should be 
made to the Car Care Scheme.)

To speak to one of our friendly Scheme Co-ordinators please ring :
Brenda Elcome : 01767 650489 or Chris Martin : 01767 652832
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George

Services in the Benefice of Gamlingay 
with Hatley St George and Everton

6th Sunday next before Lent 8am
Holy Communion

G
10am First Sunday Service G
6pm Evensong E

9th Ash Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion G
7.30pm with imposition of ashes G

13th Lent 1 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

20th Lent 2 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

27th Lent 3 8am Holy Communion H
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, ashes are a symbol of penitence and mortality. In the Old Testament, Job sits in ashes both because 
he has lost everything – his family and his livelihood; and because he is suffering severely from boils, apparently with God’s 
approval. The demonstration of penitence was also intended to persuade God not to punish  people. In the story of Jonah, the 
people of Ninevah put on sackcloth and sit in ashes to demonstrate penitence in the hope that God will have a change of mind and 
not destroy the city.

Ash Wednesday is when millions of Christians will participate in a ritual that involves having ashes put on their foreheads to 
symbolize their attitude of penitence and their intention to repent.  In the Ash Wednesday liturgy, the priest says: “You are but 
dust and to dust you shall return”, which may sound sad but can point to a more optimistic view. The “dust” we are is the dust of 
creation into which God breathes spirit, which gives us life. So ashes and dust tell us of our true nature, earthy and earthly, but with 
divine spirit enlivening us.

The notion of ‘original sin’ became popular after the writings of Augustine of Hippo in the 4th century.  He developed a very 
pessimistic view of humankind, that, in a nutshell none of us are capable of being good.
More recently in the 20th Century, a contemporary theologian wrote a book, Original Blessing, where he discusses the opposite 
view — that our “original” state is one of grace and blessing. It is from that hopeful state that we originate and then sometimes fail, 
rather than beginning as sinful creatures.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent. It is a time which focuses on the need for spiritual self-reflection, not 
only an outward sign but an intention toward inner transformation.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services
Every Sunday morning 10:45am
Communion is always celebrated on the 
first Sunday of each month.

Weekday Meetings
House Groups:
Mondays 10:00am
Thursdays 7:45pm
(Venue as announced)

The Alpha Course
On Tuesday evenings we are running the 
Alpha Course.
It is an informal evening set around 
a meal for those who want to find 
out more about Christianity.  You are 
warmly invited! If interested, please 
contact James, our minister for details.

‘Women in Partnership’
For the Ladies:
On the second and fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 3:00pm.
(contact above for details)

Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

Dear Friends,

One of the accusations often thrown at Christians is that they are ‘a load of 
hypocrites!!!’ and whilst I would say immediately that not every Christian is what 
they claim to be – I could claim to be a good singer – but just because I said it; that 
would not necessarily mean that it was true. The proof of the pudding is always in the 
eating of it – so the only way to see if my voice matches my claims would be to hear 
me sing and I shan’t comment on that one! In the same way, even though in the 2001 
census 71.8% of the population claimed to be Christians, not everyone who made this 
claim is necessarily going to be the genuine article. 

The definition of a Christian that we find in the Bible – the Christian handbook, is not 
just someone who says they follow Jesus, who calls Him ‘Lord’, rather the genuine 
article must back up their profession with a life that matches up to what they say – 
they must truly follow (live like) Jesus (Matthew 7:21–23). In fact the Bible says that 
the only way that someone can have the ability to live like Jesus is to be transformed 
from within by the Spirit of God (Romans 8:5–17) – to be ‘born again’ as Jesus puts it 
(John 3:3–8), to receive the Spirit of God personally and allow Him to transform us. 

St. Paul puts it like this – Christians are those who ‘have this treasure in earthen 
vessels’ (2 Corinthians 4:7): we as humans are the ‘earthen vessels’, earthly, fallible 
and mortal and the greatest treasure is the transforming presence of the Spirit of God; 
it is He who makes people Christian, it is He who enables us to become like Jesus, 
to live lives like His. Christians however, are still ‘earthen vessels’, still human, still 
having a fallible human nature and unfortunately, on occasion, I still behave badly and 
my behaviour does not always reflect what I say. But the fact is after being a Christian 
for over 30 years, my family, those closest to me, do notice significant changes. I may 
still be a hypocrite, I am not perfect, but I’m not the hypocrite I was even 5 years 
ago…  

Christianity is a religion of experience, a living relationship. God longs to put His 
treasure in us ‘earthen vessels’, to enable us to experience what it is to become 
children of God. Christians – hypocrites? There’s always room for one more…

Very Best Wishes,
James. 

Coffee Morning
 in aid of Sinai Orphanage, Madras

Sinai Orphanage is in Marmallapurum in Madras and is run by Pastor John. 
The orphanage takes in street children and aims to give them an education and 
a good start in life. It is a charitable institution with no government or agency 
funding.

Thursday 17th March 
10:00am until 11:30am
Why not join us for tea/coffee and cake?



by clerks Leanne 
Bacon and Kirstin 

Rayner

Gamlingay Parish Council Precept 2011-12

The budget for the next financial year was discussed at 
council meetings in Nov and Dec.  

Consideration was given to requests for funding from 
village groups and also to correspondence from County Council which 
outlined swingeing cuts in services.  

The new Localism Bill from Central Government was also discussed. 

In order to maintain services within the village to an acceptable level, 
it was resolved to raise a precept of £151 500 for 2011-12.  This 
represents a 4.5% increase over last year – slightly below the Retail 
Price Index of 4.6% (RPI).  This will be £4.59 increase for the year per 
band D household.

The precept pays for services such as grass cutting, street lighting, 
dog and litter bin emptying and maintaining the cemetery, recreation 
field and play ground as well as helping to fund projects such as the 
refurbishment of the Community Centre. The increase in 2011-12 will 
go in part towards supporting youth work in the village.  It has been 
proven that investing in meaningful activities with young people results 
in a decrease in anti-social behaviour, something which has been a 
problem in the village in the past and which the parish council are 
continuing to target.

  Funding will continue to be made available to village groups under 
Section 137 –this enables the parish council to give financial support 
to any project, commensurate with the amount of benefit it is likely 
to provide to the parish – funds have been distributed this year to 
MAGPAS, Victim Support, St Marys Church Good Neighbour Scheme, 
and the Bobby Scheme run by the Shrievalty Trust.  In addition grants 
will continue to be made using the “Support of the Arts” and “Holiday 
Camps” powers which have been used in the past to benefit the First 
School, Gamlingay Village College play scheme, The Marias Ensemble 
and Forward Gamlingay’s “Battle of the Bands”.  Crime prevention will 
be supported by assisting with the costs of the Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme – the parish council will continue to cover paper and printing 
costs for the informative NHW leaflet.

Copies of the budget for 2011-12 are also available on the website or on 
request from the office.  .

Budget details on page  36- Ed



Painting for pleasure

Mondays at 2pm
Blythe Way

with Roy Turner
01767 650 426

St Neots & District Cats Protection 
Cats for Homing – February 

 
 
Jimmy is about 6 years old and has been looking 
for a new home for over a year.  He is an 
affectionate cat with people but doesn’t like 
other cats or dogs as they stress him out so he 
needs to be homed as an only pet.  
 

 
Scrappy is around 5 – 7 years old and is 
another of our long stay cats. She came into 
the branch as her owner sadly died. She is a 
friendly, independent cat and needs to be 
homed as an only pet.  

 
 

Betty is a friendly 1 year old female tabby whos is looking 
for a loving new home. She was briefly homed with a family 
with children and she didn’t get on very well so we would 
prefer to home her in a home with adults only.  

 
 
 

 
Pumpkin is about 6 months old and came from a 
local farm. She hadn’t had any contact with 
people until she was about 4 months old so is a 
bit nervous of new people to start off with. 
However once she gets to know you, she loves to 
be cuddled and will play with her toys for hours.   
 

 
All our cats are neutered, micro-chipped, vaccinated, fully health checked 

and have free insurance for 4 weeks.   
 

For more details of any of these cats or other we have for homing please call 
01480 476696 or visit our website http://stneots.cats.org.uk 



continued on page �

British Legion Poppy 
Appeal

Time has taken its toll on our regular 
Poppy Appeal volunteers and we need a 
few new ones.
This is just a few hours each year 
covering a small area to sell poppies for 
this very worthy cause.
The British Legion does so much for 
those who have given so much for us, 
please spare a little time for them.

Please contact Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 65

Your Councillors are always ready to 
help. If you have any questions about 
these - or indeed any other - matters, 
please do not hesitate to contact County 
Councillor Sebastian Kindersley on 
01767 651982 or skindersley@hotmail.
com or write to the Manor Barn, East 
Hatley, SG19 3JA. District Councillor 
Bridget Smith is on 01767 650510 or 
bridget@glockling.com 

County Council Cash (lack thereof…)

Apologies (again) for starting on about 
money. There will be no increase in the 
County Council’s element of Council Tax 
in the next financial year, and probably 
no increase for a further four years. 
The County Council’s Integrated Plan 
covering the next five years aims to save 
£50.4 million in 2011/12 and £160.6 
million over the life of the plan.

In Children’s Services a shift from 
universal to targeted services is proposed 
which over four years would save £1 
million from youth services, £761,000 
from home to school transport and 
£600,000 from children’s centres. Direct 
support to some children and young 
people will end, saving £1 million 
from disability services, £527,000 
from specialist teaching, £315,000 
from budgets for educating looked 
after children and £301,000 from the 
Cambridgeshire Racial Equality and 
Diversity Service.

The Council aims to save £950,000 from 
children’s social care, £240,000 from 
the early year service, and £3 million 
from mainstream and special educational 
needs school transport. In Libraries, 
Learning and Culture, the Council will 
save £282,000 through operational 
efficiencies, income generation and 
new ways of working, £108,000 from 
redesigning the mobile library service, 
and £100,000 from introducing more self 
service and using volunteers in libraries. 
Working in partnership with other 
councils to provide support services and 
creating a Trust to run libraries will save 
a further £294,000.

In social care, promoting prevention and 
localism will save £2.9 million, adopting 
reablement approach a further £4.75 
million, and decreasing the cost of high 
cost and complex placements will save 
£1.3 million. In Environment Services, 
a proposed restructuring of Trading 
Standards will save £641,000 over four 
years, reducing spending on environment 
and climate change £492,000, a proposed 
restructuring of waste services will save 
£159,000 and a proposed reduction in 
senior management will save £100,000.

Further efficiencies from the highways 
services contract will save £2.4 million, 
and restructuring Highways and Access 
£1.1 million. In public transport, phasing 
out subsidised bus services will save 
£2.7 million but there will be an extra 
£1 million invested in supporting 
community transport schemes over the 
next five years. There will also be a 
£1.4 million saving in revenue funded 
highways maintenance but an extra £3.85 
million investment in this area from 
capital funds.

Reducing properties and maximizing 
office space in retained buildings 

Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley
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will save over £1 million, reducing 
the contact centre opening hours and 
standards and moving more services 
being accessed and delivered online 
£426,000, reducing IT functions and 
delivering services in different ways 
will save £989,000 and reducing 
communications and marketing activity 
will save up to £550,000. 

Bus Services (and Guided Bus..)

Cambridgeshire County Council intends 
to phase out all bus subsidies (£2.7M) 
completely over the next four years, 
starting with cuts of approximately 25% 
in year one. This will mean the end of the 
18/18a in Gamlingay, the C2 in Hatley 
(the only bus service to the Parish) and 
the 75 – which serves many Parishes 
along the A603 including Croydon, 
Haslingfield and all those inbetween.

Obviously we are extremely anxious 
not the see these services disappear; 
and believe these proposals are 
disproportionate. After all, central 
Government has cut funding by 27% 
in real terms; but the County is cutting 
100% of subsidised bus services. The 
social value of these services is being 
ignored.  Although subsidised bus 
services are not statutory, they are 
socially necessary.  Public transport 
provides access to the wider community 
and the range of services it provides. 
The poorest, the elderly, those with 
disabilities, and people who live in rural 
areas will be worst hit by this cut.  Whole 
communities will have no choice but 
to drive, or be cut off from the wider 
community and its resources.  By cutting 

subsidised buses, the County is indirectly 
making savings on concessionary bus 
passes.  Nationally, the Coalition pledged 
to maintain concessionary fares.  Locally, 
the County is cutting them indirectly as 
obviously pensioners cannot use their 
passes on buses that no longer exist! 
School transport and access to daycare 
will be badly affected.  Post-16 students 
who do not live near commercial bus 
routes may struggle to continue their 
education.  Elderly people who use 
daycare centres may not be able to get to 
them.

If you use these bus services and want to 
help fight to keep them please contact us!

As an aside – these cuts are proposed 
over a four year period at the same time 
as the four-year Guided Bus court case, 
which will cost the council millions in 
lawyers’ fees.  For your information 
the County has now agreed the work 
required on all the defects between St 
Ives and Cambridge and new contractors 
are being briefed so work can start on 
those issues once BAM Nuttall complete 
construction and the contracted 28 days 
for them to fix the problems has elapsed. 
BAM Nuttall was appointed to complete 
construction of the Busway by February 
2009 - almost two years ago - and since 
then the Council has deducted almost 
£14,000 a day from them for late delivery 
- in excess of £9 million has already been 
deducted.

Roads & Potholes

Many residents from Gamlingay have 
been in touch about the terrible road 
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problems at Dennis Green. Bridget and 
Sebastian have been working on this over 
several months and (fingers crossed) the 
County engineers have come up with a 
solution and the problem is cured. In any 
case a sum of £20,000 has been included 
in next year’s budget for a proper 
reconstruction.

It’s interesting to know how these 
issues start. As roads wear, they develop 
cracks in the surface.  If the road is well 
maintained these will be sealed to stop 
water getting under the surface.  If the 
maintenance is poor and water does 
get into the substructure of the road, it 
freezes in winter and - just like pipes 
bursting in a house -  the ice bursts the 
road surface away and forms a pothole.

As all residents of the area know - simply 
filling a pothole is only a temporary 
cure; further water may still be under the 
surface and the repair is weaker than a 
new road surface; as a result, potholes 
are frequently back at the same site 
year after year. The past two or three 
years have shown how poor many of 
our roads have become and the only 
real solution is a major programme of 
resurfacing and proper repair.  It can be 
done; some authorities have decided that 

paying repeatedly for temporary repairs 
and huge amounts in compensation for 
vehicle damage was not giving taxpayers 
value for money; and that the cost of 
doing the job properly would soon be 
recouped in lower temporary repair 
and compensation costs. Sadly, as yet, 
Cambridgeshire is not one of them.   

It is often argued that if roads are 
maintained in the current economic 
circumstances, other Local authority 
projects will suffer.  However – using 
prudent borrowing we should not have 
to choose between good roads and other 
options such as school repairs – both can 
be achieved; the reduced medium term 
costs for roads repay the investment over 
a relatively short timescale and deliver 
improvements in road safety – as well as 
improvements clearly visible to residents.

Relief for South Cambridgeshire 
businesses? (see also page 3�)

A reminder that if you have a business in 
South Cambs you might want  to check 
out support and advice at http://www.
scambs.gov.uk/Business/nndr.htm 

South Cambs put £25,000 into the 
Business Rates Hardship Relief Scheme 
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where qualifying businesses could get 
a reduction on their business rates, 
particularly where the closure of a 
business would harm the level of services 
in an area; and there is still £15,000 
remaining. Your business has to be 
suffering financial hardship to qualify 
and the Council will assess if it is in the 
interests of SCDC’s council taxpayers to 
assist the business. You can also contact 
SCDC on 03450 450 500. In some cases, 
business rates may be reduced to nil. 

Youth Provision

Hats off to Gamlingay Parish Council 
for funding the Youth Café and Youth 
Club – and thanks to Hatley PC which 
has also made a contribution. We hope 
residents have noticed the drop in anti-
social behaviour levels in the village 
– and hopefully residents feel that this 
money is well-spent.  As the County 
Council withdraws from the provision 
of a universal youth service it falls more 
and more to the Parish Councils to fill 
the gap. Parishes such as Gamlingay 
and Barrington (where the PC funds the 
Youth Club) really benefit from this kind 
of support.

Recycling

You may have seen reports in the local 
press about South Cambs sending its 
plastic recycling to China.  Unfortunately 
this is true since there is no facility in this 
country which can deal with the range of 
plastics that we collect.  Other materials 
are thankfully recycled much closer to 
home. 

South Cambridgeshire District Council 
Children and Young People’s Plan

As the Member Champion for Children 
and Young People Bridget has been 
working hard  to ensure that the council 
affirms its commitment to involve young 
people in decision making by drafting a 
Young People’s Plan.  This document is 
specially written so as to be accessible 
to young people and is currently out for 
consultation.  You will find the link on 
the front page of the District Council’s 
website. It is a short ‘colourful pamphlet’ 
but it has with it a number of draft 
actions which the council will ‘promise’ 
to deliver.  Most of these actions were 
created in consultation with young 
people so we are hopeful that we shall 
be doing what young people actually 

want us to do rather than what we think 
they want or need.  Please encourage 
adults and children to take part in the 
consultation – it will only take a few 
minutes.
Police Panel 

A reminder that the next Police Panel 
will be at Gamlingay Village College 
on April 18th. ALL Residents of the 
Parishes in the Gamlingay Division are 
cordially invited to come along and learn 
about what the Police have been up to; 
to raise issues and swap information. 
The recent meeting of the Panel heard 
about the Police budget and agreed 
this quarter’s priorities which include 
speeding and antisocial parking – so 
please consider, resident,s as you park 
for the Doctor’s Surgery in Gamlingay, 
the School in Haslingfield or many other 
places where inconsiderate parking takes 
place.

New drop-in for parents and carers in St  
Neots

Through its Together for Disabled 
Children grant, pinpoint is supporting 
the launch of a new drop-in service 
for parents, grandparents and carers 
of children with additional needs or a 
disability in and around St Neots. The 
drop-in is being set up by Christine- for 
more information  phone her on 0845 
582 6224.
 
Do you want to be a police officer?

If you’ve ever dreamed of being a 
police officer, volunteering with the 
Special Constabulary could be for you.  
‘Specials’ as they’re known, wear the 
same uniform, carry the same equipment 
and have the same powers as regular 
police officers – including the power of 
arrest.  
 
Specials in Cambridgeshire carry out a 
wide variety of different activities, from 
walking the beat to carrying out house-
to-house enquiries and providing security 
at major events such as football matches 
– the contribution the Specials make is 
enormous – in just three months last year 
our 179 existing Specials were directly 
involved in almost 350 arrests. 
 
People from all walks of life can apply, 
as long as you’re over 18 and fairly fit. 
It’s a great way to learn new skills as full 
training is provided. You’ll learn how to 



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.
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Telephone Contact Numbers for Cambridge County Council

Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0345 045 5206
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 5208
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

prevent, detect and handle crimes, how 
to prepare evidence for court, how to 
effectively resolve conflict and handle 
difficult situations, and self defence 
to make sure you know how to keep 
yourself safe.  
 
Local businesses can also get involved 
by taking part in the Employer Supported 
Policing Scheme (ESP). ESP is an 
effective partnership between employers, 
their staff and the police service to 
support special constables and brings 
unique benefits to both business and 
employee.  
 
 http://www.cambs.police.uk/recruitment/
specials/ -  

Section 106 Reports

Residents know that most planning 
consents require the signing of a section 
106 agreement where the developer 
agrees to hand over cash for schools, 
roads, community facilities and other 

worthy causes. Details of agreements 
signed and monies received by the 
District Council are now available on-
line and can be accessed using www.
scambs.gov.uk/s106reports  

Gypsy & Traveller Development Plan 

South Cambs has been working hard 
– for what feels like years – on a 
planning policy report into finding new 
areas for accommodating Gypsies and 
Travellers. Since the Government has 
not yet published its policy on this issue 
but is keen to drop centrally guided 
planning the Council finds itself in an 
unpleasant state of limbo. Cambourne 
and  Bassingbourn have been dropped 
as areas of search for consideration 
and although the Council is aware 
of potential problems  - in particular 
invasion of unapproved sites  - we 
are dragging our feet in identifying 
acceptable accommodation. 



Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Goodwin

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk
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Barrington Church Repairs 

Like every church Barrington is in 
desperate need of funds – and an original 
idea has been hatched!  A marathon 
Bible-reading, conducted by church-
goers and non church-goers alike, 
will take place July 14-17.  For more 
information or to sign up as a reader 
or sponsor, please visit: http://www.
beneficeorwell.co.uk/newsevent.

December 2010

There was a great showing for the 
December meeting and lots 
of writing to discuss.  It was 
also the group’s two-year 
anniversary, so thank you to 
everyone whose enthusiasm 
has made it go from strength 
to strength.  Thank you also 
to Sally for kindly hosting the 
meeting.

1. Introductions

We had two new members this month, 
so welcome to both of you.  We hope 
you enjoyed yourselves and found the 
meeting useful...and we hope we’ll see 
you again next month

2. Review of Targets

We had a review of last month’s targets, 
and we’ve all done very well.  Members 
have done everything from completing 
50,000 words of a novel to entering a 
competition.  It was decided not to set 
any more targets over the Christmas 

period so that we’ll be fully 
refreshed and raring to go in the 
New Year.

3. Competition News

No-one has won anything lately, 
but with the amount of emerging 

talent in the group, surely it’s only a 
matter of time.

4. Other News

Speaker –Christine Adams has expressed 
her interest in returning in the Spring.  
Her recent talk was truly inspiring, 
and the Chair, for one, cannot wait to 
spend another evening listening to her 
anecdotes and the history in which her 
book is immersed.  Her book ‘Miss 
Savidge Moves her House’ is available 
on Amazon.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, the theme was ‘Goal, 
Conflict, Disaster’, and it was very 
encouraging that even people who were 
really struggling with the theme made the 
effort to stick at it...and were rewarded 
by producing a good piece of work.  As 
usual, there was a mix of genres, with 
everything from extracts from novels to 
travelogues to knightly tales of derring-
do.  There was a real sparkle and energy 
about the work this month, which was 
reflected in the discussions about it.
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6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 4 January 2011 is 
Epiphany -“A sudden intuitive leap of 
understanding, especially through an 
ordinary occurrence”... just the thing to 
get the New Year off to a great start!

January 2011

The first meeting of the New Year!  We 
had a fantastic turnout and lots of really 
good work, coupled with some lively 
discussions, so thank you everyone for 
making it such a successful evening, and 
thank you to our host.

1. Introductions

Our two new members both returned, 
which was great, and those who hadn’t 
met each other before introduced 
themselves.

2. Review of Targets

As it’s the New Year, we’re all full of 
enthusiasm and accordingly we decided 
to set ourselves some ambitious targets 
for the coming month.  This month, 
various members are hoping to do 
everything from working on rewrites 
of novels to entering competitions and 
finding publishers.  Exciting times!

It’s a measure of our increasing 
confidence and competence that we all 
feel comfortable to set ourselves more 
and more challenging goals.

3. Competition News

One member has entered a competition 
with a closing date of 31 December 
2012, so is waiting to hear if he’s been 
successful.  Another has entered her Red 
Riding Hood story in a modern-day fairy 
story competition.  Fingers crossed for 
you!

4. Other News

Aboutmyarea is keen to publish our 
stories, so members wanting to submit 
one, should send the Chair a précis of the 
story, a brief author bio and a picture if 
possible.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, the theme was ‘Epiphany’, 
and everyone had produced one or 
even two items of work.  They were 
all very different – everything from the 
adventures of a trainee knight, to a poem 
about snow, to a tale of self-discovery 
on a modern-day pilgrimage.  Even the 
people who were struggling to meet the 
deadline were pleased that they had made 
the effort.  Writing does get easier the 
more you do it.

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 1 February 2011 is Moving 
On...the challenge is to write up to 1,500 
words on this theme, and then submit 
it to the ‘Right Words’ competition.  
There’s even prize money!

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems are fine too, 
or scripts, or any other literary form.

Competition

The Chair has contacted her former 
group again to see if they would be 
willing to have a reciprocal competition 
with us, and is waiting to hear back from 
them.

Finances – there is £21 in the pot...
which is brought to every meeting in 
case members would like to check the 
contents against the Chair’s arithmetic.

February 2011
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A really interesting, lively evening – and 
a new member as well!  Thank you to our 
host for this month.

1. Introductions

We had a new member this month, who 
has previously written academic articles 
and a play.  Hope to see you again next 
month.

2. Review of Targets

Everyone has done really well with their 
targets this month, so we’ve set some 
more!  We are all finding the targets very 
motivating – anything which can get us 
writing has got to be good.

3. Competition News

One member is still waiting to hear if 
he’s been successful.  Another sent his 
‘Fairy Rockmother’ novel to a publisher 
which stupidly didn’t take it on.  Let’s 
hope you send it straight back out to a 
more discerning publisher.  And let’s not 
forget that we’re all going to enter Vanda 
Inman’s ‘Moving On’ competition with 
the stories we produced this month!

4. Other News

We are hoping to organise another 
speaker for the near future as they are 
always really inspiring.

5. Discussion of Work

This month, the theme was ‘Moving On’, 
and everyone had produced one or even 
two items of work.  As usual, there was 
a huge variety of interpretations, from 
a description of the lead-up to a martial 
artist’s last fight, to a story that seemed to 
be about a sniper, to a thought-provoking 
piece about the circle of life.  One 
member mentioned how dramatically 
the quality of work has improved, and 
the Chair would agree that we are all 
definitely moving in the right direction.  
Also, it is very noticeable that everyone 
feels more confident to put forward their 
opinion during the discussions, which 
makes the meeting really lively and 
productive.

6. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 1 March 2011 is Three 
Objects...and those three objects are a 

weapon, an ice cream and a balloon!  It 
might be quite a challenge to fit them all 
in, but we all thrive on a good challenge.  
It wouldn’t be fun if it was too easy, 
would it now?

However, if anyone is working on 
something not connected with the theme, 
as ever, they are welcome to submit that 
instead.  There are one or two novelists 
who might want to send us a chapter of 
their current project.  Poems are fine too, 
or scripts, or any other literary form.

7. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would 
be more than welcome.  We cater for 
all standards of writer from complete 
beginners to published novelists. 

Do you have a home and the 
heart to care for a pet escaping 

domestic violence? 
by Tara Dundon  

Press & Public Relations Officer
Wood Green animal shelter

Then Wood Green Animal Shelters can 
provide the rest.
Through ‘The Foster Circle’, the Charity 
offers pet fostering services to families 
escaping domestic violence, and is in 
need of some new volunteers.
Domestic violence not only affects one in 
four families at some point in their lives, 
it also affects their pets, and when their 
owners need to escape it can be pets that 
are vulnerable.
Wood Green’s Foster Circle is a 
dedicated group of volunteers, who 
provide love and temporary shelter in 
their homes for periods of up to six 
months. 
The Charity will supply all the food, 
bedding, veterinary care and other 
resources, but ideally fosterers will 
have their own transport and live within 
a reasonable distance of one of the 
Shelters, Godmanchester, Heydon or our 
shelter in North London in order to be 
able to access veterinary care or collect 
resources when necessary.
Fostering is an extremely rewarding 
challenge and a great option if you want 
to spend time with animals, without the 
permanent commitment, or perhaps you 
don’t have the means to maintain a pet 
of your own but would welcome the 



Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Thursday, 3rd March
Gerry Brunt
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift, 
please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693
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company and the chance to help others.
Foster Circle development officer 
Genevieve Samson said: “At present 
we have 120 people on our fostering 
database but only about 20 of those are 
really active.
“We really need practical people who 
understand the ethos behind what we 
are trying to achieve and don’t get too 
emotionally attached to the animal, given 
that it has a home to return to in the 
future.
“We are looking for people who can 
foster dogs of all breeds. We also 
urgently require people who can provide 
a foster home for cats, if not in their 
home then who might have the space to 
consider accommodating a reasonable cat 
run in their garden.” 
 For further information about becoming 
a fosterer, call 0844 248 8181 or email 
fostering@woodgreen.org.uk

 
Case Study – Fosterers

Nanette Barnard (65) from Milton, 
Cambridge, has been fostering for Wood 
Green since January 2009.
Nanette has fostered several dogs for 
the Foster Circle, amongst these two 
domestic violence cases - a three-legged 
Lurcher  and a Staffordshire Bull Terrier, 
and a Jack Russell whose 92-year-old 
owner was suffering from dementia and 
as a result he either got six meals or just 
one in a day.
She said: “My husband and I lost one of 
our dogs a little while ago and as we are 
pensioners we didn’t want to commit to 
another dog long term and that is when I 
discovered the opportunity of becoming a 
fosterer for Wood Green.
“Five dogs later and I haven’t looked 
back. I have fostered the biggest 
Greyhound I have ever seen to the tiniest 
Jack Russell, which I still have now.
“I was worried at first that I would get 
too attached and to some extent I do, 
but the satisfaction of giving a dog love, 
comfort and stability outweighs anything 
else.
“Many people also don’t realise that 
Wood Green provide everything from 
food and bedding to veterinary treatment. 
They are also on the end of the phone 
whenever you need anything so you just 
need a heart and a home.”

Following on the article on vegetables in 
the garden, this year I thought it might be 
interesting to know how flowers fared in 
the drought.

I found it a strange year for 
germination, did other gardeners find 
this?  Sweet Peas, which I have had no 
trouble with before, were very slow to 
germinate and only one variety out of 
four came up. This was a scarlet one 
called Red Arrow, which struggled in 
the heat and were saved by occasional 
buckets of water thrown in their 
direction.  They failed to flower until 
the rains came in August.  Various 
seeds bought from specialist seedsmen 
failed utterly to germinate, but a very 
attractive climber called Mina lobata 
(Spanish Flag) did so to grand effect.  A 
member of the Morning Glory family, 
it has strange pale creamy flowers that 
fade through yellow, to orange to red.  
The leaves are an attractive shape and 
the whole plant could reach 3m-4m in a 
season.  It may be listed under Ipomea 
lobata. It had many seed heads this 
summer, some of which I have kept and 
hope they are viable for next year.

Perennials which did well were Lupin 
Morello Cherry, an Oriental poppy 
called Coral Pink and a delightful 
small Campanula incurva, which has 
downward facing pale blue bells with a 
pronounced lip.  It only grows to 23cms 
(9ins),and is excellent for the front of 
the border.  The most successful of all 
the seeds I sowed however were those 
of my own Baptisea australis (False 
Indigo)which came up like mustard and 
cress.  This is a beautiful plant, standing 
at approximately a metre (36ins) with 
bright gentian blue flowers, like Lupins, 
but with very different foliage.  The seed 
heads are valuable in their own right, as 
there are many pea-like pods on a stem 
which turn black in the autumn.  These 
are useful for winter decorations.

I tried an annual successfully this 
summer that I have tried many times 
before without success, and that was 
Adonis aestavalis, a charming little red 
Buttercup with lovely fern-like foliage.  
The blooms are scarlet with a black eye, 
and the seed heads are those typical of 
buttercups, and dropped very quickly.  
Will I have hundreds there next year I 
wonder?

Another pretty annual which I grew 
last year for the first time, came up this 
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year in profusion; Orlaya grandiflora 
(apologies no English name for this).  It 
is a short member of the Umbellifera 
(Hedge Parsley) family, with white 
flowers and finely cut foliage.  It is a 
native of the Mediterranean region where 
I have seen it growing and was delighted 
when I saw it in seed lists for the first 
time.  Of course it was in its element 
in our drought ridden summer, just 
like that of Greece, Crete and Cyprus!  
Annuals which struggled for me were 
Marigolds (one called Sherbert Fizz) and 
Nasturtiums (Whirley Bird mixed).  It 
is odd that the normally easily grown 
plants found life 
difficult to cope 
with, whereas 
more exotic ones 
flourished.  

At this time of the 
year, the cold, and 
early nights drive us 
into the warm so it 
is now that we have 
an excuse to think 
of the colour, shape and scents we shall 
introduce next year, so I will wish you a 
happy time of contemplation! 

A STORY WITHOUT AN 
ENDING

by James Brown

The anonymous author of a booklet 
called History of Gamlingay and Local 
Gazetteer for 1902 insisted that ‘the 
history of Gamlingay is largely the 
history of its great families’. 
     When he wrote those 
words, what passed for local 
history then and for many 
decades after did indeed 
consist largely of stringing 
together ‘facts’ about the 
leading families in a parish.
     And what dull stuff 
it was! Page after page 
of turgid, indigestable 
prose about who owned 
this half-manor or that 
knight’s fee, or who held 
the moeity of the church. Sometimes an 
improbable village myth or a ghost story 
would be included to liven things up.
     I had to read a great deal of this kind 
of dull antiquarian history when I began 
my own research into Gamlingay’s 
history in 1975. Eventually I asked 

myself why the only people deemed 
worthy of writing about were the upper 
echelons of society, many of whom 
scarcely knew where Gamlingay was.  
     None of it bore any relation to 
village life as I knew it. Where were 
the villagers, the countless thousands 
of ordinary folk who had lived in 
Gamlingay over many centuries? Surely 
one or two of them must have done 
something worth noting - got drunk, 
run off with their neighbour’s wife or 
pinched a horse?
     As I delved deeper it slowly became 
clear that masses of information about 
the ordinary villagers had survived. It 
was merely that nobody had taken any 
interest in it before. When I got hold of 
copies of the manor court rolls, the wills 
and the parish records, the villagers and 
the village began to come to life.
     It was a revelation. Now I was reading 
about real people, who did get drunk, 
fight, fornicate and steal - though not 
all of them were like that, of course. 
The manor court rolls and the bailiffs’ 
accounts illuminated the medieval village 
and the way it functioned. The early wills 
revealed as much about the characters of 
the people who made them as they did 
about their families and their possessions. 
The many village inventories allowed 
me to nose around the interiors of their 
homes.    
      I heard the voices of the villagers 
speaking for the first time in the records 
of a court case that followed a riot in 
1532, where they described in their own 
words what had happened. Their voices 
also came to me through the scattering of 
‘spoken’ wills from the early seventeenth 

century and in the churchwardens’, 
overseers’ and 
constables’ accounts 
they wrote themselves. 
     Not everything 
I discovered was 
interesting - some of it 
was very boring indeed 
- but it all added to the 
enormous jigsaw I was 
building. Much of it 
was fascinating, since it 
concerned ordinary people 
and frequently their all 
too-human failings. Then it 

occurred to me that if I found all this 
utterly compelling, other people might 
too.
     I decided to write a book, and was 
determined it wouldn’t be dull like 
so many history books I had read. I 
wrote out my ‘History of Gamlingay’ 
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in longhand, and then typed it out on a 
manual typewriter. When I read it I didn’t 
like it much, so I rewrote and retyped 
it. Then I gave it to a handful of friends 
to read, which predictably resulted in 
another rewrite and yet more typing.
     I sent the manuscript of Gamlingay 
to twenty publishers. Nineteen turned it 
down, but Cassell declared an interest, 
and before I knew it I was on my way to 
becoming a published author. 
     The book appeared in 1989. There 
were some favourable reviews, and the 
first and only edition sold out after a year 
or two. I did signing sessions and was 
interviewed on Radio 4 and several local 
radio stations. I found myself on the local 
history society circuit as a speaker. It was 
all very exciting, but when requests to 
give my talk started to come from places 
as far away as Slough I decided enough 
was enough. I had done with the subject. 
     I was wrong. Many readers wrote 
to me, often with snippets of new 
information. One lady in Australia 
violently disagreed with my comments 
on transportation, then kindly sent 
me copies of the Australian records 
concerning ‘my’ Gamlingay transportees. 
     The internet arrived, and more and 
more information I had been unable to 
get at or did not know existed began 
to surface. A batch of Tudor wills and 
seventeenth century inventories I had 
always known must exist became 
available when they were transferred to 
Cambridgeshire Archives. Among much 
else, I discovered the newspaper reports 
and court records when poor, muddle-
headed Joseph Saville was accused of 
being the infamous ‘Captain Swing’. 
     I found the delightful diary of young 
Emily Shore, who lived at Woodbury in 
the 1830s. I stumbled on Ann Robinson’s 
boast in 1611 that the churchwarden 
wanted to her to be his whore (and 
laughed when she claimed that he would 
have excused her husband paying the 
church rate if she had agreed). And so it 
went on, each new piece slotting into the 
jigsaw. 
     Eventually I had so much new 
information that it dawned on me that 
I really ought to update Gamlingay. I 
thought it would be a simple task, but 
I couldn’t make it work. In the end I 
had to grasp the nettle and write what is 
basically a new book, one that covers a 
longer time span and takes a fresh look at 
the village and the people who lived in it.
     This spring, after many ups and 

downs and false starts with publishers 
and agents, Villagers: 750 years of life in 
an English village will be published by 
Amberley Publishing.
     Have I finished with the subject? I 
doubt it. There will always be more to 
discover, because there always is. I grew 
up in Gamlingay, left, and returned as an 
adult, but it is now 25 years since I lived 
there. If I’ve learned one lesson from a 
lifetime of research, it’s that I may have 
taken myself out of the village, but I 
can’t take the village out of me. 

Villagers: 750 years of life in an English 
village will be published as a 256-page 
paperback with a cover price of £16.99. 
Signed copies at £16.99 plus £2 postage 
and packing can be purchased from the 
author by emailing
 j.brown27@btinternet.com 
or calling 01359 251766. 
The book will also be available through 
bookshops, or online at
 amberleybooks.com and amazon.co.uk. 

In conversation with Mrs 
Elaine Brookes

by Jackie Hough

Following on from my potted history 
of the Green Acres Industrial site, Mrs 
Brookes kindly agreed to talk to me 
about the Sports and Social Club. Her 
husband, Geoff, was Chairman of a small 
dedicated committee who assembled, 
refurbished and ran the club on behalf of 
the employees and their families. 

Geoff came out of the RAF in 1945, 
married Elaine when she turned 21 and 
found work as a mechanic at Wales.

When war broke out in 1939, assembly 
of ammunition boxes had been taking 
place at 45 Mill Street. Elaine told me 
that the women assembled the boxes in 
the rooms over the draughtway – the 
passage to the side of the house wide 
enough for a horse and cart to pass 
through. The bosses were wonderful, 
looking after and caring for their 
workforce, and as the business expanded, 
moving production across to Green End, 
under the management of Mr O’Dell and 
Mr Johns. The need for a social room and 
canteen became more important.

Every day, at half past ten, there was 
a breakfast break for half an hour. The 
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social club doubled as a canteen and served up a hot breakfast for those living too far 
away to be able to pop home. 

Originally company socials were organised in the Georges Hall in Biggleswade, and 
then later, when the college was built, that hall was used. During the war there were 
dances in Gamlingay three times a week, held in the WI hall, the Conservative Club 
and the Church hall. There seems to have been more activity in the evenings in the 
village during the war than there is here today!

Geoff worked as a mechanic, but also as a driver for the family. He and Alf Eaton 
organised many social events for employees and Derek Carter arranged the music for 
them. Buffet food was prepared at home and brought in by the ladies, and the varied 
spread was enjoyed by all.

Events included Christmas dinner, and a party for the children, retirement parties and 
long service awards (25 years service was rewarded with the presentation of a gold 
watch), wedding receptions and, for Elaine and Geoff their 21st Wedding anniversary, 
their 40th, and indeed their 50th! Geoff retired at 65 after a lifetime’s service in one 
company, gradually moving to the managerial side over his long career. Elaine spoke 
with warmth as she reminisced: she and Geoff were obviously very involved with the 
running of the club and it served as an important social focus for Gamlingay for many 
years. 

Now a Great Grandmother, Elaine is still a very active lady and I confess to a 
yearning for an opportunity to ask her about her childhood memories of the village, its 
people and the life that has changed so much since that time. What she did hint at was 
fascinating, and I’d love to hear more!

Recent Inspection by Ofsted

We are proud to announce that following an inspection by Ofsted in December 2010, 
Sunshine Pre-school has been graded as ‘GOOD’ and in the report they made no 
recommendations for improvement in any aspect of care or education. This is fantastic 
news for the Pre-school and is a credit to the hard work, dedication and caring nature 
of all the staff and committee. The report is available in full on the Ofsted website 
(www.ofsted.gov.uk). 

Extended Opening Hours

Sunshine Pre-school has, starting this Spring Term, further extended its opening 
hours. Our opening hours are now Monday - Thursday 9am to 3pm and Friday 9am 
to 12.30pm. If you would like further information about attending during this school 
year or are looking ahead to the next, or would like a prospectus please contact Ann or 
Lisa on 07703 770676. We are always happy to offer free ‘taster’ sessions or simply a 
look around at any time that suits you. Take a look at our informative website to give 
you an idea of what happens at our friendly and welcoming pre-school.

Fundraising

For this Spring Term we have been raising funds by holding a cake stall and a 
Valentines Disco for under 6’s. The Disco is always thoroughly enjoyed by all the 
children, who made decorations during their pre-school sessions! We will also be 
holding a Photography Day on Saturday 5th March, when a professional photographer 
will be at the WI Hall to take photographs of children and their families (booking 
essential – please enquire via our website.) 

NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, Phone: 07703 770676
Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com , Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org



News from 
The Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay,
01767 652157  rainbow.preschool@virgin.net    www.gamlingayrainbow.co.uk

New Beginnings
 
There have been exciting changes at 
Gamlingay Rainbow Pre-school We have 
a new manager, Lucy Mills who has 
joined us this year. Lucy has 11 years 
experience of working with children, 
with most of her experience based in the 
early years sector. Lucy has joined us 
from managing a large day nursery in 
Hertfordshire, but since moving locally 
and starting a family of her own she is 
proud to be moving Gamlingay Rainbow 
Pre-School in a new direction. Lucy has 
a NVQ level 4 in Early Years Practice 
and is currently working towards a BA in 
Early Years so has lots of fresh ideas and 
concepts about delivering a interesting 
and exciting curriculum.
 
Chinese New Year
 
We have been learning all about Chinese 
New Year this month. We have enjoyed 
stories from the orient especially finding 
out about why each year is named 
after an animal. We have made bright 
and colourful cards for our families to 
wish them a Happy Chinese New Year. 
We decorated Chinese fans with pens, 
stickers and glitter and enjoyed cooling 
each other down after such a fun activity. 
To celebrate we tried different types of 
Chinese food at snack time, including 
prawn crackers, egg fried rice, lychees 
and fortune cookies!
 
The Hungry Caterpillar
 
The children have had a wonderful 
time sharing the story of The Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle. We have 
painted, glued, coloured, and decorated 
to make a beautiful display that 
represents the story. To support our 
learning we have played The Hungry 
Caterpillar Game, talked about healthy 
eating practices and looked at the life 
cycle of a butterfly.
 
We currently have availability for 
morning, lunch club and afternoon 
sessions. Please feel free to pop in to 
meet the team, and collect a registration 
form.

Diary Dates

Sunday 27th March 2011
Spring Fayre at Gamlingay Village 
College.11am till 3pm
Adults £1.00 - children free - just in time 
for Mother’s day
Stalls and crafts ,refreshments  Early 
Easter hunt fun for all the family
Anyone wishing to book a table please 
contact either Anna 07807698231
or Rainbow Pre-school on rainbow.
preschool@virgin.net

Thursday 28th April 2011
Open day at Rainbow Pre-school, The 
Old Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay
If you are wondering where to send your 
precious little one then this is a great 
chance to come and have a look round 
and see what we do. We take children 
from the age of 2 years 6 months up to 
4 years old. Get involved in circle time, 
messy play stories, and all the great 
adventures we have inside and out every 
day. We look forward to seeing you. To 
book an appointment please contact Lucy 
or Sue on 01767 652157.
Ofsted registered. Pre-school Learning 
Alliance member.

www.barneysclub.org
THE place for your kids to have fun  

and make new friends. 
Easter Holiday Club

Come along and join in with arts and crafts, cookery and outdoor games at the 
Reading Rooms in Great Gransden. 
 
Monday 11 April – Friday 15 April 2011
Opening Hours 8:30am - 5:30pm every day 

Rates 
9.00am-1.00pm       £11.00 
1:00pm -5.00pm      £11.00 
9.00am – 5.00pm     £19.00

 
Plus £1.00 for use before 9.00am + £1.00 for 
use after 5.00pm - call to arrange.

 
Hurry! Book your place quickly - call the Club mobile on: 07764 576522 or email 
enquiries@barneysclub.org 

· Children need to bring packed lunch for full day and morning sessions.
· Barney’s Club is OFSTED registered



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 2 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

14th March 2011
Cambridge Record Office and 

Gamlingay by Liz Carter

All welcome

The Gamlingay Community Turbine

You’d expect Gamlingay Environmental Action Group to be in favour of wind 
generation—and we are. Like it or not, oil, gas, coal, and even uranium are finite 
resources and will not last forever. Oil is already starting to run short, leading to rising 
prices at the petrol pump as well as higher energy prices at home. As I write this, 
the price of oil has just gone above $100 a barrel and in the long term it can only go 
higher. 
We need to invest in renewable generation to make sure that basics such as heating, 
lighting, cooking, and transport remain affordable in the future. Britain is blessed with 
a range of naturally renewable energy sources including near-constant winds, plentiful 
waves around our long shoreline, strong tides, and reasonable levels of sunshine, 
particularly in the south of the country. Harnessing the winds is a key part of the 
energy mix that will ensure the lights stay on into the future.
Reducing our reliance on fossil fuels is also good for the environment. Extracting oil, 
gas, and coal is a dirty and dangerous business: think of the 26 coal miners killed in 
a blast in China last December, or of the untold damage done to the Gulf of Mexico 
by the 2010 oil spill. Wind energy is safe and clean in comparison. Fossil fuels also 
contribute to global warming. 2010 was one of the hottest years ever recorded in 
human history and had more than its fair share of extreme weather events, from the 
droughts in South America and Africa, to the floods in Pakistan and Australia. Even 
our cold snap in Gamlingay might have been caused by unusually warm air over the 
Arctic pushing colder air further south than usual.
Clearly, a rapid expansion in wind generation is a priority if the UK is to meet the 
challenges of the future. But does that mean that the proposed Community Wind 
Turbine is right for Gamlingay? GEAG members think it is. As can be seen from 
the turbine website (http://www.gamlingay-community-turbine.co.uk) the turbine 
is relatively small and is located some distance away from the village. It will be a 
modern, quiet machine that will not be heard in the village. The proposed site is 
on land that has been farmed for centuries, if not millennia, and so the impact on 
wildlife will be minimal. Better still, it is a local project run by a local business. The 
investment will come from local people and the profits will go to local people. The 
company have even offered to give a sizeable proportion of the profits to the village 
to improve community facilities. Gamlingay simply can’t afford to turn that money 
down.
If we are to avoid an energy crisis in the future, every community will have to do its 
bit. Here in Gamlingay we can be proud that our village is taking the lead in reducing 
our reliance on fossil fuels and cutting our carbon emissions. The proposed turbine is 
good for the planet and good for Gamlingay—and for those reasons GEAG is behind 
it all the way.

Brycchan Carey
Co-ordinator, Gamlingay Environmental Action Group

NEXT MEETING

GEAG members will meet for an ‘action 
meeting’ on the 16th March.

All meetings are 20:00 to 21:30 in the Old 
Methodist Chapel, Green End, Gamlingay. 

Admission Free - All Welcome

Contact GEAG
For more information, contact the GEAG 
co-ordinator Brycchan Carey
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay.
01767 651155
contact@geag.org.uk
www.geag.org.uk

Energy Monitors available on loan 
from GEAG

Want to cut your electricity bill? 
Contact GEAG to borrow an energy 
monitor and see how much you are 
using. These gadgets can produce 
amazing results, particularly if there is 
someone in your household switching 
on the immersion heater and forgetting 
about it. With one of these monitors 
you can catch them out and know 
how much to take out of their pocket 
money!



An update from the charity

Everyone will have hopefully noticed 
that work on the Gamlingay Community 
Eco-Hub is progressing well.   Grants are 
coming in enabling the Parish Council to 
pay the contractors.  The building work 
should hopefully be finished in June.

As we wrote in the December Gazette, 
the Eco-Hub will be run by a separate 
charity/limited company, “Gamlingay 
Community Centre”.  There are currently 
5 trustees:  George Hammett, Christine 
Emery, Ian Parker, Bridget Smith and 
Gerry Burne.  We are hoping to appoint 
at least another 2 trustees in the near 
future. The trustees are responsible for 
running the charity, employing the Centre 

Manager and other staff, managing the 
finances and liaising with the Parish 
Council, who own the Hub building.

We are currently formulating our 
marketing plans and we aim to have 
a web site up and running in the next 
few months.  Booking details and other 
publicity material should be available 
within the next few months.

We have included a form in this Gazette 
for anyone with an interest in hiring 
one of the spaces in the new centre to 
complete – either for a regular booking 
or a one-off booking.  Sizes of the new 
halls are shown on the form.

We will be recruiting for the Centre 
Manager, who will be responsible for 
running the centre on a day-to-day basis, 
taking bookings and generally looking 
after the Hub, within the next month or 
so.

We are still asked what is “eco” about the 
new centre.
“Eco” can mean two things.  It can 
mean ‘economical’ because this building 
will be cheap to run and it can mean 
‘ecological’ because it will have a very 
low carbon footprint. 

Calling it an Eco-Hub gave us access 
to sources of government funding that 
would otherwise not have been available 
to us.  All of the renewable technologies 
are being paid for by government grants.  
This amounts to almost £150,000 and 
comes from funding streams that were 
specifically for buying environmentally 
sustainable heating and lighting systems.  
If we had gone for conventional heating 
and lighting we would have had to pay 
for it ourselves.   

Remember the best part of £1m to 
help the Parish Council pay for the 
redevelopment is “new” money – money 
that has been raised from outside the 
village from many sources.

And we have more money raised through 
grants to pay for a lot of our running 
costs during the first year of operation.

Ours will be the first truly Eco 
Community Building in East Anglia, 
so we have decided to retain the name 
“Eco-Hub”.  We hope to be able to share 

our experience with other communities 
who would like to do the same thing by 
inviting them to visit us and by running 
conferences and exhibitions.
We also want to be used by schools when 
they are studying climate change.  We 
plan that pupils will be able to visit our 
building and see all the technologies that 
we have installed and study the digital 
screens that will demonstrate how much 
power and heat we are generating and 
how much we are using. This information 
will also be available on our website so 
they can continue to monitor us when 
they are back in their classrooms.

You may be interested to know what 
these “Eco technologies” are.
Ground Source Heat draws heat from 
the ground and feeds it into the building.  
This will involve sinking pipes under the 
playing fields.  The heat in the ground 
will transfer to the water in the pipes and 
the water in the pipes will be pumped 
into the heating system in the Eco-Hub.  
The heat levels will not be high but the 
heat will be virtually free.
Then there is ‘Solar thermal water 
heating’. This is what you most often 
see on people’s houses.  The sun heats 
water in roof mounted panels which then 
supply your hot water system.
Finally, photovoltaics.  Sunlight acts 
on roof mounted panels and converts 
to electricity. This will provide free 
electricity with any excess being sold on 
to the National Grid.   

Even more important than all the 
renewable technologies is making our old 
building as energy efficient as possible.  
To do this we are insulating it to the 
very highest standards and ensuring 
that natural light can be used whenever 
possible.  All the extensions are built to 
the very highest specification as well and 
will have under-floor heating.

If anybody has any questions about 
details for this new exciting venture 
for our village, please contact us.  And 
keep an eye on progress.  Things are 
happening fast!

Contact details for the new centre:
Telephone:   07980 612077
E-mail:  info@gamlingayceh.co.uk 

GAMLINGAY COMMUNITY ECO-HUB (GCEH)

Is Your Electric Blanket 
Safe?

from C O P R G

With the unexpected cold snap 
we experienced in November, 
Cambridgeshire Trading Standards 
electric blanket testing was very timely. 
Electric blanket testing was carried 
out during October 2010, The results 
were astounding. Of the 340 blankets 
tested, 195 failed, which is 57%. It is 
frightening to think that there might have 
been 195 catastrophes. 

You must ensure that if the blanket 
you are using is an old one that it is 
safe. Electric blankets manufactured 
within the last 10 years will have added 
protection built in and therefore, if your 
blanket is older than this, you should 
consider disposing of it and buying 
yourself a new one.  You must not throw 
it away with your general domestic waste 
but take it to a recycling facility which 
accepts electric appliances.  Advice 
says do not buy a second-hand blanket 
in replacement, but a new one from a 
reputable dealer.

Electric blankets need to be inspected 
regularly by you to ensure the fabric is 
not worn or frayed, for scorch marks 
or discoloration areas, wires visible, 
damage to the cord before the supply 
plug and the control, or if the control is 
making a buzzing sound or giving off a 
smell.

Keep warm and safe in winter.



Interested in using the new ‘Gamlingay Community Eco Hub’?

The Ellis/Maddocks Hall is the existing main hall which has been fully refurbished. It is now possible to split 
this into two (the Ellis approximately 2/3 and the Maddocks 1/3) by means of a movable partition. A brand 
new kitchen/bar area has been added that can be hired as a separate area or in conjunction with other areas. A 
new hall has been built and we are calling this the Kingspan Hall, this can also be used as a dance studio and 
has a separate mini kitchen area attached. The new entrance opens into a multi use area which will be called 
the Jack Arnold Community Room which again can be hired separately. The changing rooms will have been 
completely refurbished to comply with Football Association standards and can be used in conjunction with 
the Parish Council playing field. 

To register your interest and/or requirements please complete the form below and post to or hand it into 
The Gamlingay Community Eco Hub c/o The Parish Council 0ffice, The Almshouse Chapel, Church St, 
Gamlingay, SG19 3JG.    ** Please do not send it to Stocks Lane **.

For more information:  email - info@gamlingayceh.co.uk
or phone -  07980 612077

__________________________________________________________
REQUEST FORM

Requirements for the use of the Gamlingay Community Eco Hub

Applicant name
Organisation (if applic)
Contact tel no
E-mail address
Address

Date

Description of use e.g.  Yoga classes /  children’s party / Line dancing 

AREA REQUIRED DAY REQ’D TIME REQ’D PERIOD IN THE YEAR

See below e.g. Wednesday e.g. 9.30am to12.30pm
e.g. Term time/all year 
monthly/weekly

Ellis/Maddocks Hall
 11m x 16m
The Ellis  
11m x 9.5m
The Maddocks  
11m x 6.5m
Kingspan Hall 
11m x 11m 
Kitchen/Bar

Jack Arnold Com. Room.
 11m x 16m
Changing  rooms



The Da Vinci Code in 
Gamlingay.

Interest has been shown in the many symbols 
mentioned in Dan Brown’s book “The Da Vinci 
Code”. There are many of the same sort of coded 
symbols in our Parish church in Church Street. 
The origins of many of these are known and more 
are being discovered all the time. The Friends of 
St. Mary’s would be very willing to take small 
groups round the church building for anyone who is 
interested in discovering these coded messages.
Perhaps the best way forward is to collect the names 
of anyone who has an interest and to organise small 

groups.   It is suggested that the numbers are kept small so that any session is directed 
to the questions people want answered. The group could then go round the building 
and look at the symbols that are of interest.
Philip Gorton has spent many months – years - looking at the building and trying to 
disentangle its messages.   He would be quite happy to take the group if that is what is 
wanted. 
If you are interested please contact us and we will arrange a group to suit your time.
Contacts:-
Fay Boisseaux 
The Crafty Cup Cake, Church Street, Gamlingay
0779 114 5744 
Philip Gorton
The Emplins, Church Street, Gamlingay 01767 650581

Choir News
I’m sure most of you will be aware of 
the college choirs’ success in getting 
through to the semi-finals of the BBC 
Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year 
competition. We travel to Sheffield on 
Saturday 5th March where the semi-
final will take place during the morning. 
Should we be fortunate enough to get 
through to the next round, then that will 
take place during the afternoon on the 
same day. Both rounds will be televised 
and will be broadcast on Sunday 27th 
March. Very exciting! Over the last year 
we have performed at the Royal Festival 
Hall, Barbican and the Royal Albert 
Hall which was an amazing experience. 
Douglas Coombes, whose music we were 
performing heard someone ask if we were 
a well-known independent school. He 
apparently took great pleasure in saying 
- ‘No, just a raggamuffin school’- tongue 
in cheek I hasten to add.  At Christmas 
we performed at St John’s Smith Square 
in Westminster with various celebrities in 
what was a magical concert. Of course, 
none of this comes without a great deal 
of very hard work and commitment 
from your children. I would like to 
thank you for your continued support 
and encouragement for the choir and for 
myself and Miss Crook, whose skills on 
the piano have given me the opportunity 
to really focus on the children.
Finally, all our travelling comes at a great 
cost to GVC and parents, so if anyone 
has any ideas for raising money or 
sponsorship then we would love to hear 
from you.

To the choir -1 look forward to our day in Sheffield and am so proud of you for doing 
so well and to remind you all that our main reason for singing is to HAVE FUN!
Yvonne Gray, Music teacher
Thank you
We are delighted that the fundraising efforts for choir trips and events has had a huge 
boost recently, with a gift of £155 from Kevin and Jackie Knibbs. Many thanks to 
them for their very kind donation, it is very much appreciated.



Are you fed up with stepping 
around piles of dog mess on the 

pavement every day?  Perhaps your 
garden is regularly used as a toilet by 
passing dogs whose owners just walk 
on and leave it there?  Perhaps you, or 
your child have got it onto your shoes, 
your pushchair and then trailed it into 
your house? Disgusting isn’t it!

Gamlingay has a problem with dog mess 
– and it has been particularly bad over 
the winter months.  Mostly, we don’t 
actually see the crime being committed, 
especially if a dog is being walked when 
it is dark in the morning and evening.  
And even if we do see it happening, it is 
difficult to approach the culprit and ask 
them to clean up their mess. 

So, what can we do?  Well, District and 
Parish councils all over the country battle 
this problem, and the main advice is for 
everyone to be as vigilant as possible.  
If you see an owner simply walking on 
and leaving dog mess on the highway, or 
on your lawn, REPORT THEM!  Take 
a mental note of their appearance, and 
the kind of dog they have (size, colour, 
breed if you know it).  Take note of the 
time and place as it is likely that the 
owner will walk their dog there regularly 
as part of their routine.  Then tell the 
Parish Council and give us as detailed a 
description as possible, and if you know 

their name and address, even better!

As a Parish Council, if we can find out 
who the culprits are, we can approach 
them personally, and remind them 
how antisocial and unpleasant they are 
being. The only way for us to tackle 
this problem is to all work together, so 
please contact the Parish Council either 
by phone or e-mail; 01767 650310 or 
gamlingaypc@lineone.net.  Your identity 
will be kept strictly confidential.

Dog fouling is a crime that can carry 
a £50 on the spot fine and a maximum 
penalty of £500.  Most dog owners 
in Gamlingay do clean up and are as 
disgusted by those who don’t as everyone 
else.  So, if you own a dog, please do 
the right thing and make sure that you 
always carry a supply of small plastic 
bags with you!  Baby nappy sacks are 
cheap and the perfect size; the Co-op do 
a special pack of dog poo bags which are 
strong and easy to use and Pets at Home 
in Biggleswade have packs of 200 poo 
bags for about £2.50.   Picking up mess 
is very easy –put the bag over your hand 
like a glove, pick up the poo, pull the bag 
back over your hand and tie it up.  Job 
done!   There are red dog bins all over 
the village, so please use them and help 
keep Gamlingay clean and nice to walk 
around.  THANK YOU!!

A FOUL PROBLEM – CLEAN IT UP!!
(A Polite Request from the Parish Council)



Gamlingay Residents Association
A View of the Eco Hub
by The Gamlingay Residents Association Committee

It is really quite strange to look over the history of this project for the last 5 or so years.   How could we have got to quite where we 
are now?

1.   The original wish list included:-
Improve the Car Park, approach lighting and entrance.  Now deleted
Youth Centre Now deleted 
Recording studio Now deleted 
Medical centre and Dentistry Now deleted 
Dedicated Children’s Play area Now deleted 
Improved Landscaping Now deleted 
Private consulting room for MP’s Surgeries and CAB Now deleted
Manager’s Office Now deleted
Strengthen and expand GEH Committee Replaced by Limited Company

2.   The estimated cost of building
2007 £   309,000
2008 £   718,500
2009 £   850,000
2010 £ 1,454,000 but reduced to £ 1,230,397 plus contingencies of £ 170,000
Does this include VAT of over £ 200,000?
Plus fees so far of £ 92,146 plus fees to follow to completion, Total £1,492,543 and counting.

3.   Capital Cost of Contributions from the village.
2008 from Gazette   “Phases dependent on external funding being found”
Feb 2010  Parish Clerk “We will not build anything that we cannot afford” 
3 Feb 2010 Parish Clerk “reference to phases is now irrelevant”

Financial undertakings from the Parish Council
2007/08 £   35,000 for Car Park plus 

£   15,000 for Kitchen fittings
April 2010 £ 350,000 through mortgage with PWLB

£ 170,000 for Contingencies 
Sometime in Summer 2010 £ 250,000 through mortgage with 

Communitybuilders.
Contract stage £ 770,000 in potential loans by way of a 

mortgage.
4.

Projected Gross 
Income

Provision for reserve 
fund

Surplus

July 2008   £43,481 £  5,000  £  4,663
July 2009 £27,534 None  £  4,383
April 2010 £69,412 £  3,300  £11,439
November 2010 £20,000+ Annual loss of £55,000

Any loss made by the Limited Company will be paid out of village precept for the next 10 years

5    Cost on precept
Project Facilitator 2007  “There will be no charge on the village precept”    
Parish Clerks 2009  “There will be a charge of only 10p per week” ( £5.20 per Band D per annum).



continued on page 2�

Gamlingay Residents Association

The Lupin Field.

Several residents of Gamlingay have approached GRA to offer suggestions, make 
complaints, and raise concerns about the actions that are being undertaken on the field 
that separates Dennis Green from Green Acres.

The Committee of GRA would like to hold an enquiry into this matter.   The idea 
is that a very small group of residents should undertake research in public to 
establish the facts.   The subject matter to cover would include legal rights, wildlife 
conservation issues, Flora, Fauna, Landscape issues, Planning and the like.

The first step could be to form the small leading group.   We ask therefore that anyone 
willing to help with the group’s enquiry to suggest their name to our Chairman.

The second step could well be to request the names and specialities of individuals 
who would be prepared to give information within their speciality to assist the group.   
Whilst the main emphasis must be on fact finding it is not the present intention to 
exclude views from the general public.

If this suggestion receives reasonable public support we propose to undertake the 
work during the summer and publish a report before the winter.

This is an entirely new venture.  To succeed it requires enthusiastic support from 
volunteers.   It is intended to be a “one off exercise” though perhaps the basic idea 
could be used for other issues.   We look to the residents of the village to support us 
for this first enquiry.

Names Please (in whatever capacity) to:-
Robert Brown (Chairman GRA) at No 7 Fairfield, Gamlingay 01767 65

February 2011 it has been announced that the village precept will be increased by 
4.6%.   This has been achieved by raiding the Parish Reserve Account.   This is before 
the annual costs of the Community Centre have been faced.   

Chairman of Parish Council December 2010.
 “The cost on the village precept could well be £55,000 per annum” 
This equates to an increase of 50% in the 2009 village precept.

In addition, although the Parish Council will contribute virtually everything towards 
the cost of construction and the running of the centre, it will still be expected to pay 
for the hire of rooms for the Council Office, The Library and for Council meetings.

6.   Disclosure
Members of the public were given the chance to study the plans and specification 
of the building.   When the building was actually started a very small plan was 
published in the Gazette.   It is quite clear that the construction is being undertaken on 
substantially different lines to that put on public display.

7.   Conclusion
The Committee of the Gamlingay Residents Association considers that the lack of 
financial control, indicated above, should be known to the residents of the village.

GAMLINGAY 
COMMUNITY 

TURBINE UPDATE

IMPORTANT - Response to Comments 
in the January Gazette
The last edition of the Gazette featured 
an article by Mr Titchner and John 
Hamilton Smith raising various and 
understandable concerns regarding the 
Gamlingay Community Turbine. Space 
precludes a full response but we have 
answered some points as follows: -

The turbine will not be noisy
They said the turbine can generate 
103dB(A). This is what would be 
experienced by someone up a ladder 
with his ear against the machine in a 
gale. We can calculate how this falls 
with distance several ways including 
using a freely available tool on the 
National Physical Laboratory website 
(link “http://resource.npl.co.uk/acoustics/
techguides/wtnm/” if anyone wants to 
check this for themselves). The various 
methods all give similar results. At the 
Village College it is 27dB(A) and at 
Chapelfields, for example, it is 29dB(A). 
These are based on the maximum 
noise level in a strong wind. Planning 
regulations require it to be less than 
40dB(A) for 90% of the time (the range 
20-40dB(A) is known as ‘quiet rural 
background’). We have shown noise 
maps at our public meetings and on our 
website. We know we have a difficult 
message to get across but we have tried 
to justify why we are certain there will be 
no noise nuisance and to put figures on it.
 
However we do welcome any further 
comments. If anyone can show either 
why standard techniques of noise 
calculation are seriously flawed or 
explain how such extremely low noise 
levels could be any problem please let us 
know. 

It will have no harmful effect on 
Gamlingay Village College, or anyone 
else for that matter.



continued from page 27

lettersWe were very concerned by the reference 
to the GVC with an implication that the 
turbine could have some harmful effect 
on the health of children. This is simply 
ridiculous, if not outrageous. There will 
be no perceptible noise at the school 
and even the minimal shadow flicker 
the turbine might sometimes produce 
will not occur because viewed from the 
GVC the sun will never pass behind 
the turbine. It will not even be visible 
except through trees. There should be 
real evidence before making this kind of 
suggestion. I trust they will either come 
up with some plausible reasons why a 
wind turbine that pupils will not hear, 
that will give no flicker and that they can 
hardly see will affect them or agree that 
there is nothing at all to worry about. The 
ball is in your court Mr Titchner and Mr 
Hamilton Smith to justify yourselves.

House values? The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors (RICS) study on 
house prices and wind farms. 
They claimed that the RICS report said 
their ‘overwhelming results showed a 
large adverse impact on property values’. 
Not true, this statement does not appear 
anywhere in the report. The RICS result 
was, quoting exactly: -

“If anything this research has served to 
show that trying to assess the impact 
of wind farms on property values 
is a complex and emotive subject. 
Apparent changes in value disappear 
when examined more closely and the 
objections that are raised are often found 
to be less about genuine local concerns 
and more about wider ideological 
issues”.

We have put the report in full on our 
website for anyone who wants to read it 
for themselves.

Two kilometres?
It is often claimed that there is something 
special about a distance of 2km from 
houses. This is probably because Scottish 
planning document ‘PP6 – Renewable 
Energy’ does indeed say “…..wind 
turbines within 2km of a house would 
be discouraged.” but only in the context 
of the visual impact of large wind farms. 
It also says a lot of other things not 
least an emphasis that each case is to be 
considered on its merits. In fact wind 
energy projects are constantly being 
approved in Scotland at distances closer 

to homes than the GCT. The most recent 
was Greenhill Croft, two turbines each 
larger than the GCT to be built 530 
metres from dwellings, approved last 
October.

What percentage of the village electricity 
could be offset by the GCT?
The council have given us a more 
accurate domestic electricity 
consumption figure for Gamlingay. This 
is worse than we thought so Gamlingay 
has a long way to go! The turbine 
will actually offset about 5-6% of our 
domestic electricity.

Visit to Swaffham wind turbine – a 
chance to get up close and personal to an 
operational wind turbine. 
We have arranged a coach trip for 
residents to visit the Swaffham wind 
turbine (that is Swaffham in Norfolk) on 
Saturday the 9th April.  

The Swaffham turbine is an Enercon 
66, twice the diameter of our planned 
machine. There will be people there to 
answer detailed questions. 

Places will be on a first come first 
served basis. The trip is free (although 
contributions to the cost would be 
appreciated) but you will need either a 
packed lunch or money for the on-site 
café. To book a place please contact us 
via. the website, drop us a line at 70 
Church Street or call Chris on 07712 
078597.

info@gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk
www.gamlingay-community-turbine.
co.uk

Wind Turbine Controversy

I wonder how many of the G.E.A.G. 
fraternity would vote for this hideous 
monstrosity to be plonked close to their 
house? Few, I warrant.
At one meeting I attended I recognised 
no-one of their group, quite possibly I 
stood alone in having been born in the 
village: make of that what you will. 
Furthermore, and true to form, a vote 
was denied me; despite having lived in 
my present house for more than forty 
years and being directly affected.
Our small group of dissenters (one of 
whom stormed out in disgust half way 
through) was outnumbered by probably 

4 – 1 so there was little to fear. Indeed, 
I was curtly advised by one pompous 
fraternity member to “get out more”.
Mere rhetorical badinage? I think not, as 
it was seriously suggested that lights be 
affixed to the whirling machine to ensure 
visibility during darkness. What next, a 
visitor centre?
N.B. “The evil that men do lives after 
them”.

Rodney Jakes
6 Hatley Road

4 February 2011
Editor
Gamlingay Gazette

EFFECT ON AVIATION 
OF THE GAMLINGAY 

COMMUNITY TURBINE – A 
PILOT’S VIEW

I read with interest the article by  P 
Titchner and J Hamilton-Smith and feel 
that I should correct some inaccuracies 
about aviation and the turbine. The 
following points are based on the 
latest CAA rules and guidelines and on 
personal experience.  These can be found 
at www.caa.co.uk.
The proposed turbine does not 
contravene any rules.The Civil Aviation 
Authority does not regulate unlicensed 
airfields like Little Gransden, but it 
does have guidelines about the siting of 
potential obstructions in their vicinity.  
These guidelines were revised recently 
and the site complies with them:  
“... It is recommended that there are no 
obstacles greater than 150ft above the 
average runway elevation within 2,000m 
of the runway midpoint ...” (CAP793 
July 2010).  The site of the turbine would 
be 2,900m from the midpoint of the 
airfield and the top would be less than the 
recommended 150ft above it.

AAA threeshoes
The proposed turbine would not cause 
aircraft to fly over Gamlingay.  An 
aircraft flying to Little Gransden from 
the south and following the currently 
recommended routeing (over Potton 
Wood) goes between Castle Farm and 
Barberry Cottages; this route avoids the 
proposed site of the turbine.  In addition 
a pilot would not be allowed to re-route 
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to fly over Gamlingay, or any other town 
or settlement: “... aircraft, including 
helicopters, are not permitted to fly 
below 1,000ft above the highest fixed 
obstacle within a radius of 600m of the 
aircraft ...”  (again, Rule 5).  [If you can 
read the registration of an aircraft from 
the ground it is likely to be too low over 
a “congested” area.]
I have flown light aircraft for nearly 10 
years now, mostly based at RAF Wyton, 
near Huntingdon. There are several 
(large) wind turbines in Cambridgeshire, 
but their presence has caused little 
problem, bar the necessity to watch out 
for them while practising engine failures.  
I have flown over the proposed site 
near Gamlingay and I can see no risk to 
aviation from a single, small turbine.

Chris Barker

Dear Editor,

I have read the letter in your latest 
issue from Phil Tichner and John 
Hamilton Smith and I was shocked at 
how misleading and inaccurate they are 
in their objections to the Gamlingay 
Community Turbine whilst making the 
claim of presenting facts.

With reference to KMG
I am not a director of KMG and I have 
never claimed to be so.  
At the meeting on 28th September I did 
not state that the idea for the turbine 
arose from a planning application by 
KMG and I never advised of a condition 
of any planning application imposed on 
KMG to generate its own electricity.
I did state that KMG, my employers, 
had considered generating their own 
electricity as part of their environmental 
policy but a wind turbine on their Station 
Road site was not appropriate.
I did advise that local government 
policy towards a greener environment 
in South Cambridgeshire included 
planning conditions on new business 
planning applications for part of the 
energy requirement for new build to be 
sourced from sustainable generation, a 
fact confirmed by our District Councillor, 
Sebastian Kindersley, at the time.
I also advised on central government 
policy to encourage local generation of 

electricity from sustainable sources local 
to its consumption with the introduction 
of Feed-in-Tariffs.
Mr Tichner and his friends raised these 
issues at two subsequent public meetings 
and were corrected on both occasions. 

‘Prime purpose of the project for Profit 
not Green Energy’.

This is an outrageous statement for them 
to make.  It is totally untrue and without 
foundation.

The stated aims of Gamlingay 
Community Turbine are 3 fold and in this 
order of priority;
1. To reduce the carbon footprint 
of the Gamlingay Community
2. To provide a sustainable income 
for the Gamlingay Community
3. To be funded by the local 
residents and businesses of the 
Gamlingay area with priority being 
offered to the smaller investor to ensure 
as many who want to be involved can 
be.  There will be no public funds used to 
finance this project.

Mr Tichner and Mr Hamilton Smith 
again have their facts totally wrong;
A. They state that none of 
the electricity will be used directly 
by the village.  In fact all of it will 
be.  Gamlingay is a net importer of 
electricity.  The turbine will be connected 
directly to the 11kV part of the National 
Grid that brings electricity into the 
village.  Even during our periods of 
lowest usage the electricity consumption 
in the village is likely to be more than the 
peak generating capacity of the turbine, 
so at no time do we foresee electricity 
being exported outside the village.  Much 
consideration was given by the directors 
to the size of the proposed turbine.
B. They say I stated that the turbine 
would be decommissioned after 20 years.  
Again this is untrue.  I advised that the 
GCT business plan included provision 
for a decommissioning fund such that 
the turbine could be decommissioned at 
any time after 20 years with materials 
being recycled and land reinstated to its 
original condition.  The feed-in-tariff is 
guaranteed for 20 years but it is not the 
intention of GCT to decommission the 
turbine after 20 years.
C. The feed-in-tariff is not a 
government subsidy and I have certainly 
never made such a misleading statement.  
The feed-in-tariffs are paid for by the 

electricity generators who use fossil 
fuels to provide the energy to generate 
electricity.  If you buy electricity from 
sources that generate electricity using 
fossil fuels then you pay the feed-
in-tariff.  So there is a 2 fold gain to 
consumers who generate electricity from 
renewable sources. One, you get the 
subsidy and two, you don’t have to pay 
the subsidy to others.
D. The 10% of net income GCT 
will be giving to the community should 
not be confused with 10% of profits.  
This 10% of net income is typically 
50 times more than commercial wind 
farms are required to provide to a local 
community fund.
E. Yes it is proposed that investors 
will get a return on their investments but 
it is carefully pitched such that there is 
enough incentive for local people and 
businesses to want to fund a project 
they believe in whilst maximising the 
commitment to the community.  It is 
hoped that investment return would 
be equivalent to around 6% per year, 
significantly more than one would get 
from a building society or high interest 
bank account but a fraction of that one 
one would expect for a capital investment 
in industry made purely for profit.  The 
exact figures and terms would be given at 
the time of a prospectus being issued.

So contrary to Mr Tichner’s and Mr 
Hamilton Smith’s claims, this is not 
primarily for profit but rather it is for our 
environment - by the community, for the 
community.

‘Potential loss in house values’

If people want to know the facts on this 
then I suggest they read the full report 
commissioned by the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors which is available 
from our web site.  Here you will find the 
facts are far from those claimed by this 
ill informing pair.

If I thought that our installing a turbine 
where we propose would adversely affect 
the prices of residents’ properties then 
I and my other directors would not be 
proposing this wind turbine.  

Is this the thin end of the wedge?

I’m sorry but again Mr Tichner and Mr 
Hamilton Smith are wrong.  The directors 
of GCT are in a position to state that 
this is a single turbine and will remain 



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Over 50’s walks 9.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

Wednesday, 2nd March
Thursday, 31st March
Wednesday, 27th April

Please arrange the walk with a lunchtime venue in mind for those 
who wish to eat and enjoy a chat.

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College 8 pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 4th March Competition 6 The Nick Bruce Anniversary trophy, set subject water 
- Judge David Steel

Friday, 11th March Cumbrian Roads with Nick Bruce

Friday, 18th March Tri-club v Royston v Letchworth ‘home’ judge Jane Googall

Friday, 25th March Studio evening still life/tabletop

Friday, 1st April
Competition 7 the Lawrence Broderick Trophy and slide portfolio, 
both open - Judge Colin Southgate. Closing date for committee 
nominations

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 2nd March Cottage Garden Plants, with Aubrey Walker

Wednesday, 6th April Choosing the right plants for the right place, with Hilary Thomas

History Society

Monday, 14th March Cambridge record office and Gamlingay with Liz Carter

Monday, 11th April The history of RAF Duxford with Les Millgate

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 15th March The true price of fish and chips by Andy Malcolm

Tuesday, 19th April AGM

Parental Forum, GVC

Tuesday, 1st March 2011 7 to 8pm Gamlingay Village College

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays 9.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to 9.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650477 or email parish-clerk@
hatley.info.

3rd Tuesday of alternate months.
Tuesday 18th January 2011

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. All welcome. We 
meet every other month and further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards.

The Gazette

Monday, Copy deadline for March edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Goodwin on 654 830 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guild of St Mary Church Hall 8pm, all welcome.

Monday, 1st March Dolls houses demonstartion with Mrs Pelly

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call Geoff 
Bruerton on 650748.

Neighbourhood policing panel

Monday, 18th April Gamlingay Village College

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown 01767 650978.

1st and 3rd Monday of month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.
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so. There is nobody more qualified 
to make this statement and I reiterate 
that Gamlingay Community Turbine is 
singular and will always be so.
It is highly unlikely that another venture 
would apply to erect another similar 
turbine within the parish as, after 
considerable research, we have identified 
this location to be the optimum one and 
there is insufficient space to erect even 
a 2nd turbine within the narrow corridor 
we identified. 

Noise and Flicker.

It is just dishonest to state that the turbine 
would be within 1km of a Care Home. 

It is wholly irresponsible to suggest that 
the turbine might have a negative affect 
on our local school.  Such a statement is 
made without understanding and is just 
scaremongering. 
Firstly, leaving aside the fact that faint 
flicker causes no harm to anyone, the 
school will experience absolutely no 
flicker anyway (1; Its outside the area 
affected by flicker, 2; The turbine will be 
barely visible through the trees from the 
school, and  3; Any flicker occurs long 
outside school hours). 
Secondly the turbine would be totally 
inaudible at the school.

I am a qualified noise engineer and 
have experience of predicting the effect 
and measuring the impact of noise on 
communities.   We have measured data 
of the turbine and the published figures 
are greater than those measured on a 
production model as they include an 
additional safety factor to be used in the 
prediction model.  Our figures show that 
even when the wind is blowing and the 
turbine is at its noisiest then the noise 
from the turbine would not increase the 
ambient noise levels in the village on a 
windless day when the ambient noise 
level is at its quietest.  Of course this 
worst case scenario never occurs because 
when the wind is blowing and the turbine 
is at its noisiest then the ambient noise 
levels in the village will be far from their 
lowest.  
We have had our predictions 
independently verified.  The turbine 
would be inaudible in the village and 
categorically it would have no adverse 
affect on health to anyone.

Concerns over aircraft and local airfields.

We correctly state that the location 
of our turbine fully meets the CAA 
requirements.  This is based on the latest 
CAA guidelines issued in July 2010.  
There are no more current guidelines 
than these.

It might interest readers to know that 
East Midlands Airport currently has 
planning permission to install 4 turbines 
actually on the airport itself.  

For Mr Tichner and Mr Hamilton Smith 
to suggest that the turbine might result in 
aircraft being dispersed over the village 
is inaccurate and further scaremongering.  
The recommended route given by Fullers 
Hill Airfield to pilots approaching their 
circuit from the south is sufficiently far to 
the east of the proposed turbine (further 
away from the village) that there would 
be absolutely no need for aircraft to 
deviate even if they were flying at their 
lowest permissible level.  In fact two 
pilots have said to me that rather than 
pose any hazard the turbine would be a 
useful visual aid when navigating to the 
airfield from the south.

I welcome debate on the turbine proposal 
but such debate should be based on 
fact and it is wrong for these people 
to scaremonger and to make blatantly 
dishonest statements in support of their 
objections. 

Yours sincerely
Chris Smith

To the Editor,

I read the Wind Turbine article by Phil 
Titchner and John Hamilton Smith 
with interest, and noted a number of 
inaccuracies had crept in.

The idea of the Gamlingay Community 
Turbine did not start with KMG.  We are 
planning a factory extension with some 
sort of renewable energy as part of the 
new building, but we had been looking 
at Photovoltaic Panels rather than a Wind 
Turbine.  Most of our electricity use is 
during the day, when the sun shines, and 
we have a large expanse of south facing 
roof.  We have no legal obligation to 
generate our own electricity.

Chris Smith, a director of Gamlingay 
Community Turbine, has discussed the 
Community Turbine with me and the 
other two directors of KMG, Helen 
Weatherley and Keith Maddocks.  KMG 
has been supporting local initiatives 
within Gamlingay for over 30 years 
and the Community Turbine is a project 
that we would be pleased to invest in 
as part of our ongoing support for the 
community.  
In line with our environmental policy 
we are keen to support the reduction of 
our local carbon footprint by investing in 
a green source of energy.  The fact that 
this also generates a sustainable income 
for our community makes it doubly 
worthwhile.  We were not led to believe 
at any point that the electricity would be 
for our use.

Although the article claimed to be giving 
the facts, it was clearly an explanation 
of why the writers object to the idea of a 
wind turbine.  As well as the inaccuracies 
about KMG Systems, I was worried 
by the fact that the quoted sources of 
information were rather unspecific: ‘a 
report in Hansard’ and ‘a number of 
surveys’.  I would be interested to read 
these reports, but have been unable to 
track them down.

I think it is valuable to have a public 
debate about issues that interest the 
community, but I would be grateful if 
facts could be firmly established before 
printing.

Yours sincerely
Julia Richards, Director

KMG Systems Ltd



Booklinks Possible new Upper 
School for Potton

There is a group of local parents who 
intend building a new upper school 
for children in Potton and surrounding 
villages. This is a parent  led initiative 
through the Free Schools programme. 
It will be a small local school offering 
GCSE’s and A levels. This proposal is at 
a very early stage and the organisers are 
keen to hear views on the matter. Express 
interest through the website:

https://sites.google.com/site/
pottonacademy

If anyone has a green 
bin they could donate to 
the College, it would be 
appreciated. Please leave 
them at the office.

Thank you

Ten members turned up to the 
February meeting to discuss last 
months choice “Sacred Hearts” by 
Sarah Dunnant.  

It was quite educational 
in that no one knew of the 
customs among aristocratic 
families in Italy in the 
fifteenth century.  Apparently 
it was common for younger 

daughters to be put in a convent with a 
small dowry to save money for an elder 
sibling to make a better match.  The story 
takes place in a Benedictine convent in 
Ferrara in northern Italy. A sixteen year 
old girl with a beautiful voice has made 
an inappropriate liaison with a young 
man who also has a good singing voice.  
She is dispatched to the convent where 
she is befriended by the nun herbalist, 
who is herself a friend of the Abbess.  
The whole story revolves round whether 
the novice will get out to her young 
lover.  Most of the group liked the book 
but it could have benefitted from being 
half as long. 

 Favourite books of 2010 
were discussed, two members 
chose “Holes” by Louis Sacher 
an American author, written 
for young people about a boy 

wrongly accused of stealing, 
who is sent to a detention 
centre run by a sadistic female 
Warden.  The young detainees 
are sent into the desert every 
day to dig holes, a useless and 

soul destroying occupation.  All ends 
well however.

Two more members had 
“Star of the sea” by Joseph 
O’Connor as their first choice.  
A story of Irish immigrants 
bound for America on board 
the Star of the Sea, and how 
and why they had come to be there.  An 
exciting yarn, and a rapid page turner.  
Although we were only supposed to have 
one first choice one member was allowed 
the Steig Larson trilogy, of which the first 
is “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo”.  

Three fat books cannot be 
summarized here but the 
Norwegian author died very 
young, having written un-
put- downable who dunnits, 
about a very unusual, very 

intelligent young woman.  
Another first choice was “Sashenka”by 

Simon Montefiore, about a sixteen 
year old girl from a well- to -do family 
in Russia at the beginning of the last 
century who decides to become a 
Communist. Despite her fidelity to the 
party, she has a terrible death 
due to her loving the 
wrong man.  

Another 
member 
chose “The 
Guernsey Literary and 
Potatoe Pie Society” 
by Mary Anne 
Shaffer, about the 
German occupation of 
Guernsey and how the 
Islanders 
dealt with 
the enemy.  
“Cutting 
for 
Stone” by 
Abraham Verghese 
was the choice of 
another member, 
about twin boys 
born to a nun who 
died, and the father 
who fled back to 
America. Both parents 
were working in 
a missionary 
hospital The story 
takes place in 
Ethiopia in the time 
of the Emperor Haile 
Selassie in 1954 to 
the 1980s.  The twins 
are raised by friends 
and colleagues and 
become themselves 
involved in medicine.

The last choices 
mentioned 
were “ 
Twilight” 
by Stephen 
Mayer about 
vampires 
written for young 
people, and “What a 
carve up “by Jonathan 
Coe.

CALLING ALL 
GAMLINGAY GOLFERS 

AND FRIENDS 

 Following last year’s very successful 
golf day at Wyboston Lakes, the Friends 
of St Mary’s are holding a repeat event 
on Monday, 16th May. 
  
 Last year 8 teams of 4 took part in 
the inaugural event over 18 holes at 
the challenging course at Wyboston 
Lakes.   Alongside the main competition 
there was also a sweepstake for guessing 
the total number of ‘wet’ balls during 
the day’s play and also a putting 
competition, both open to golfers and 
non golfers alike. 
  
At the end  of a great day on a very 
well presented course, players and 
helpers enjoyed an excellent meal in the 
clubhouse. 
  
 Why not sign up this year at a cost 
of £35 per player for tea/coffee on 
arrival, 18 holes of golf and a two-
course meal?   All money raised will go 
towards the maintenance of St. Marys’ 
Church, Gamlingay, which after 1000 
years continues to need loving care and 
attention. 
  
 If you are interested please ring Sue 
Thorne on 01767 651668 for an entry 
form.



 
It’s that most important village event 
– The Gamlingay Show! This will take 
place on Saturday, 17th September 2011 
at the Village College. We are very 
grateful to Mr Clarke for allowing us 
to use the school site for another year 
and we’ve also booked the sun again so 
we hope that we will receive the usual 
wonderful village support.

You will find the schedule of classes for 
this year’s show within this edition and 
we hope you find something of interest 
that you fancy trying. We had a great 
response last year, so let’s make the 19th 
show even better! We’ve frozen our 
prices for 2011 for gate prices, adverts 
and competition entries – so why don’t 
you make 2011 the year you ‘have a go’!

The first Village Show, held in 1992, 
was the brainchild of Sarah Wood and 
was in response to the need to provide 
matched funding for the creation of the 
Fitness Centre. That day was the start of 
something quite magical that continues to 
this present day.
The Gamlingay Show provides an 
opportunity for the whole village 
community to meet together with our 
families and friends; a chance to share 
and delight in the many skills and talents 
possessed by our friends and neighbours; 
an opportunity to discover and explore 
the societies, activities and organisations 
which exist in our village; to raise funds 
to support village activities.

Once the Show committee had fulfilled 
its obligation towards the Fitness 
Centre, many clubs and societies were 
able to become beneficiaries from the 
show profits. Over the past eighteen 
years, thousands of pounds have been 
donated to help our clubs and societies to 
continue and to function and develop.
Following the 2010 show, nearly £2000 
was shared between the following 
beneficiaries:
The History Society, The Young 
Lacemakers, The Junior Youth Club, 
Gamlingay First School Association, 
Rainbow Pre-school, Sunshine Pre-
school. Gamlingay Village College, 
Montessori Nursery, Gamlingay and 

Gransden Scouts, Gamlingay Rainbow 
Guides, 2nd Gamlingay Guides, East 
Anglia Air Ambulance, Gamlingay 
Babies and Toddlers, Mucky Pups, 
Gamlingay Gazette. 
We appreciate those who have contacted 
us to let us know how these funds will 
be used and this information will be 
displayed at the next show.
Without your interest and support, this 
annual event would not be able to donate 
funds to our village clubs and societies to 
help them in all that they do to make our 
village a great place in which to live. 

Within this Gazette is a page of ‘Village 
Information’ that lists all the clubs, 
societies and organisations running in 
our village. It would be fantastic if all 
of them could come to this year’s show 
in September with a stall, an exhibition 
stand, a display, something to make 
everyone aware of who you are, what 
you do and how people can join! So 
please think hard and come up with 
some ideas of how you can be a presence 
on our next show. It’s called ‘The 
Gamlingay Show’ so please help us make 
it a true representation of all that’s great 
about our village.

Look out for further information about 
the show in future issues.

Best wishes from The Gamlingay Show 
Committee
www.gamlingayshow.co.uk

GAMLINGAY SHOW 2011

ADULT CLASSES

Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans
1B 3 root vegetables with 3” stalks – any combination
1C 5 Tomatoes – any type
1D 3 Potatoes
1E Collection of 3 different vegetables - 2 of each
1F Heaviest onion
1G Longest Runner Bean
1H Funniest shaped vegetable
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs

Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples
2B 5 Other Fruit

Section 3 – Flowers
3A 5 Dahlia blooms
3B A flower arrangement for a table
3C A flower or spray on a single stem

Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant
4B A foliage pot plant

Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch
5B A painting in any medium
5C  A painting in watercolour
5D A homemade card

Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article
6B A piece of cross-stitch
6C A piece of decoupage
6D A piece of hand embroidery 
6E A piece of lace
6F A piece of any other craft

Section 7 – Photography
7A Holidays
7B Sunrise or sunset
7C Weather
7D Children
7E Nature
7F Humorous
7G Animals 
7H Buildings
7I People
7J Gamlingay in the snow
Max photo size = A5 
Photos to be unframed and unmounted

Section 8 - Homemade produce
8A A jar of jam – any fruit
8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit)
8C A jar of chutney
8D A jar of lemon curd
8E A Fruit cake
8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich (jam-filled)
8G A chocolate cake

The Gamlingay Show 2011
by Jan Cooper



GAMLINGAY SHOW 2011

ADULT CLASSES

Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans
1B 3 root vegetables with 3” stalks – any combination
1C 5 Tomatoes – any type
1D 3 Potatoes
1E Collection of 3 different vegetables - 2 of each
1F Heaviest onion
1G Longest Runner Bean
1H Funniest shaped vegetable
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs

Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples
2B 5 Other Fruit

Section 3 – Flowers
3A 5 Dahlia blooms
3B A flower arrangement for a table
3C A flower or spray on a single stem

Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant
4B A foliage pot plant

Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch
5B A painting in any medium
5C  A painting in watercolour
5D A homemade card

Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article
6B A piece of cross-stitch
6C A piece of decoupage
6D A piece of hand embroidery 
6E A piece of lace
6F A piece of any other craft

Section 7 – Photography
7A Holidays
7B Sunrise or sunset
7C Weather
7D Children
7E Nature
7F Humorous
7G Animals 
7H Buildings
7I People
7J Gamlingay in the snow
Max photo size = A5 
Photos to be unframed and unmounted

Section 8 - Homemade produce
8A A jar of jam – any fruit
8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit)
8C A jar of chutney
8D A jar of lemon curd
8E A Fruit cake
8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich (jam-filled)
8G A chocolate cake

8H 6 scones – any type
8I Plate apple pie with homemade 
pastry
8J A Carrot cake

CHILDREN’S CLASSES

Section 9: Under 3’s
9A A decorated paper plate
9B A painting
9C 6 decorated biscuits

Section 10: Pre-school & Reception
10A A decorated paper plate
10B A painting
10C A junk model 
10D 6 decorated biscuits

Section 11: Year 1 and Year 2
11A A decorated pebble
11B A coloured drawing or painting
11C A decorated cake (cake 
homemade or bought)
11D A garden in a seed tray (approx 
35X25cm)
11E A Lego model

Section 12: Year 3 and Year 4
12A A homemade greeting card
12B A flower arrangement in an 
unusual container
12C A Lego model
12D A garden in a seed tray
12E A piece of craftwork – e.g. lace, 
wool, fabric

Section 13: Year 5 to Year 8
13A Design a room for a teenager in 
the style of your favourite star 
13B A coloured drawing or painting
13C A homemade fashion accessory 
for boys or girls
 e.g. handbag or phone charms
13D An original poem 
13E A piece of craftwork – e.g. lace, 
fabric, wool

Section 14: Children’s Cookery (Any 
age)
14A 1 Victoria sandwich 
14B 6 decorated cupcakes
14C 6 chocolate brownies
14D 6 scones of your choice

Section 15 – Children’s Photography 
(Any age)
15A Humorous
15B Snow
15C Pets 
15D Holidays
Max photo size = A5 
Photos to be unframed and unmounted

NEWS FROM 
GAMLINGAY 

LIBRARY ACCESS 
POINT

The Library is busy serving the people 
of Gamlingay and surrounding villages 
from our temporary home in the 
Almshouse Chapel (Parish Council 
Office).  If you haven’t popped in to 
have a browse and say hello, please do 
so.  Although we are currently running 
on reduced stock due to our smaller 
premises, we are getting over 100 new 
titles in for mid February.  Also, don’t 
forget that most items can be requested 
free of charge from the Cambridgeshire 
Library Catalogue if we don’t have your 
favourite read available.
Saturday 5th March 2011 is the first 
World Book Night.
“World Book Night represents the most 
ambitious and far-reaching celebration of 
adult books and reading ever attempted 
in the UK and Ireland.
On Saturday, 5 March 2011, two days 
after World Book Day, with the full 
support of the Publishers Association, the 
Booksellers Association, the Independent 
Publishers Guild, the Reading Agency 
with libraries, World Book Day, the BBC 
and RTE, one million books will be given 
away by an army of passionate readers to 
members of the public across the UK and 
Ireland.
The book give-away will comprise 
40,000 copies of each of the 25 carefully 
selected titles, to be given away by 
20,000 ‘givers’, who will each distribute 
48 copies of their chosen title to 
whomever they choose on World Book 
Night. The remaining books will be 
distributed by World Book Night itself in 
places that might otherwise be difficult to 
reach, such as prisons and hospitals.”
Gamlingay Library Access Point 
Volunteer, Pam French, has been 
successful as one of the 20,000 givers.  
We will be having an event at the Library 
on Saturday 5th March to distribute 
the 48 copies of her chosen title.  
Notification of her successful application 
was only received yesterday, and so as 
soon as we have further details, these will 
be posted in the Library and throughout 
the village for your information.  Pam’s 
chosen title was “A Fine Balance” 
by Rhointon Mistry.  Here is a brief 
synopsis.

 In 1975, in an unidentified 
Indian city, Mrs Dina Dalal, a financially 
pressed Parsi widow in her early 40s, sets 
up a sweatshop of sorts in her ramshackle 
apartment. Determined to remain 
financially independent and to avoid a 
second marriage, she takes in a boarder 
and two Hindu tailors to sew dresses for 
an export company. As the four share 
their stories, then meals, then living 
space, human kinship prevails and they 
become a kind of family, despite the lines 
of caste, class and religion. When tragedy 
strikes, their cherished, newfound 
stability is threatened, and each character 
must face a difficult choice in trying to 
salvage their relationships.

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30



Expenditure Budget 2011-12
Staff(LGA 1972 s.112) 74,023
Subsidiary Powers(LGA 
1972 s.111)
Election Costs Current Year 0
Office expenses 8,000
Training/Recruitment 600
Insurance (LGA 1972 S112-
119) 

3,750

Info. Gazette/Website 1,500
Village Maintenance
Grasscutting 19,500
Refuse 450
Playground 15,000
Street Lighting 2,475
Closed Churchyards(LGA 
1972 s 215) 

26,000

Recreation Ground Station 
Rd 

5,000

Footpaths/other 1,500
Public Buildings(LGA 
1972 s.133)
Office
Rent 3,000
Rates  991
Utilities 500
Methodist Chapel
Mortgage 2,640
Rates  350
Utilities 2,355
Maintenance/Sundries  1,000
Women’s Institute Hall
Rates  725
Utilities 1,400
Maintenance/Sundries  1,500
Community Centres(LGA 
1976 s.19)
Eco Hub
Sinking Fund 21,000
Loan repayments - PWLB  24,606
Finance support 22,000
Eco Hub - build 500,000
Library
Telephone 30
Rent/Sundries/Stationary  3,200
Cemeteries
New Cemetery(LGA 1972 
s.214) Current Yr 

5,000

Rates(LGA 1972 s.214(6))  336
Water(LGA 1972 s. 214(6)) 58
Maintenance(MPA 1970 s.1)  5,000
Allotments
Allotments Current Year  1,000
Community Projects
Forward Gamlingay!/
support of charities 

15,832

Parish Plan (LGA 1972 
s.141 &142) 

500

Crime Prevention(LGRA 
1997) 

523

Holiday Camps/youth work 3,500
Section 137(LGA 1972) 1,046
Community Wellbeing 0
Support of the arts 564
Allocated Reserves
Closed Churchyards(LGA 
1972 s 215) 

1,500

Station Road Rec. Field 3,000
New Cemetery 3,000
Methodist Chapel Sinking 
Fund 

1,000

WI Hall Sinking Fund  1,000
Allotments  1,000
Election costs  0
Contingency 9,000
Total ex Vat 795,954 

Income
Burial Fees 3,100
Allotment Rent 140
Interest  700
Recreation Ground Income 500
Cinques Common 50
Grasscutting Contribution 759

Methodist Chapel
Rainbow  4,000
General 250
Library  150

WI Hall
Main users 7,000
General 1,000
Grant Awards  0

Other 500

Total ex Vat  18,149
Vat

Total including Vat
Surplus/Deficit -777,805
Proposed expenditure 7 95 954
Assumed income 18 149
Proposed funded from 
reserves/grants 

626 274

Amount required 151531

Precept 2011-12 151 500

Precept 2010-11 145 000
Percentage increase 4.5
Annual costs
Per household in Gamlingay 
ward (1500)

 101

Per band D household 
(1413.8)

 107.15

Per elector in Gamlingay 
ward (3865) 

39.19

Gamlingay Parish Council Budget 2011-2012

Lady-Birds Sponsored 
Walk

by Jennifer Clements

Back in July 2010, the members 
of the Lady-Birds Club undertook 
a sponsored walk in memory 
of Daphne Knibbs, and at their 
Christmas social were able to hand 
a cheque for £555 to Addenbrookes 
as a donation to the Oncology 
Endowment Fund. Now, Colin and 
Eileen Knibbs are raising money to 
buy a special chair at Addenbrookes 
in Daphne’s memory and the 
Lady-Birds have asked whether 
the money they raised can now be 
added to this particular fund.



THE PLOT

All it took was just one look, 
One tiny step, to steal my heart,
A grassy field, an Oak, a brook, 
A whole new world about to start. 

Willows, swaying in the breeze, 
A startled deer in bushes seen,
Strong, majestic age-old trees, 
The hush of nature, quite serene. 

Then, month by month, a changing sight, 
White snowdrops, golden daffodils, 
Bright bluebells in the cold Spring light, 
And busy birds with chatt’ring trills. 

A squirrel - black - with curious gaze, 
Came bravely close, to watch and stare, 
Then days of snow and misty haze, 
Gave way to Summer’s kindly glare. 

Signs of badger, fox and deer, 
Their paw-print ‘clues’ in sandy mud, 
The stream, slow water flowing clear, 
Green bushes growing leafy bud. 

Assorted Warblers, Bluetits, Sparrows, 
Heron, high, then flash of Jay, 
Watched us as we wielded barrows, 
Clearing scrubland, day by day. 

This peaceful place, with birds that sing, 
A guardian statue - Aphrodite? 
Stones, uncovered, in a ring, 
Universal power mighty. 

Glorious, bursting, cream Camellias, 
Self-sown holly all around, 
Rhododendrons, huge Magnolias, 
Beautifully landscaped ground.

Sunny days with picnic lunches, 
Working in the open air, 
Soon gave way to Autumn’s crunches, 
Falling leaves and hedgerow fare. 

Dare we dream to make it better? 
Build a home upon this land, 
Detailed plans drawn, to the letter, 
Help achieve our design - grand. 

Now, it’s started, one year on, 
Disturbance, short-term, of the calm, 
Results of planning process, long, 
To build a cottage, full of charm. 

Diggers, dumpers, lorries, cranes, 
Are but a noisy interlude, 
A temporary block to lanes,
As timber, bricks and tiles are queued. 

This little field, it stole my heart, 
As not another meadow could,
It wooed us both, right from the start, 
And, fondly, will be called “Hartswood”. 

Gill Spaul Gamlingay,2011



Neighbourhood 
Watch

26 Sept/25 Nov Station Rd lead stolen from roof
3/4 Nov Green End 1900/0400 forced entry to yard, diesel stolen, 

caps  damaged, tanks damaged
10/13 Dec Station Rd 1800/0530 yard broken into
28 Dec Church St 0046 alcohol stolen, toilet door damaged
14/17 Jan Stocks 

Lane
copper cabling stolen

Relief for South Cambridgeshire 
businesses 

Businesses facing tough times in South 
Cambridgeshire are being reminded 
that support and advice is available 
from their council. In April last year 
South Cambridgeshire District Council 
set aside a total of £150,000 to help 
local firms weather the economic 
downturn. £25,000 of this was put into 
the Business Rates Hardship Relief 
Scheme where qualifying businesses 
could get a reduction on their business 
rates, particularly where the closure of a 
business would harm the level of services 
in an area.
There is still £15,000 remaining.

SCDC has discretionary powers 
to reduce business rates in certain 
circumstances as long as they meet the 
following criteria:
· The business ratepayer is 
suffering financial hardship; and  
· It is in the interests of SCDC’s 
council taxpayers to do so. 

Cllr Nick Wright, economic development 
portfolio holder said: “As a business 
friendly council we want to support local 
firms where we can if they are finding 
it hard in these challenging economic 
times. 
“It’s in everyone’s interests that the 
South Cambridgeshire economy stays as 
robust as possible. I am proud that we put 
these measures in place and would urge 
local firms to apply for rate relief if they 
meet the criteria.”
Any local businesses experiencing 
hardship should visit the SCDC website 
to see if they meet the criteria or contact 
SCDC on 03450 450 500. In some cases, 
business rates may be reduced to nil. 
For further information regarding 

Business Rates visit http://www.scambs.
gov.uk/Business/nndr.htm 
SCDC also set up:
· The South Cambridgeshire 
Business Support Fund which was set 
up with Business Link, using £50,000 
to help local small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) during the economic 
downturn. This was so useful that a 
further £20,000 was then added to the 
fund.
· A business competition, called 
“Step-Up” which provided business 
support to all participants and aided 
business start-up in the district whilst 
at the same time attracting business 
to South Cambridgeshire. The winner 
received access to finance.
· A commitment to process 
all undisputed invoices from council 
contractors and suppliers within 10 
working days, which is aimed at helping 
local firms avoid cash flow difficulties. 
· South Cambridgeshire District 
Council signed up to the Prompt 
Payment Code. SCDC aims to set an 
example of paying suppliers on time in 
line with agreed terms.  These practices 
aid good business practice and cash flow, 
and are important to small businesses, 
particularly in more challenging 
economic times.   A range of information, 
advice and support is available for local 
businesses including:
· East of England Development 
Agency (EEDA) has a range of targeted 
support for SME businesses in the East 
of England. Visit  www.bizmapeast.
co.uk. 
· Business Link – Call 08457 17 
16 15. free confidential health check for 
small/medium businesses over the phone. 
Business Link advisers can also offer 
more in-depth support in the workplace. 
For further information visit: www.
businesslink.gov.uk/east 



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community Healthcare Appointments 651 150
Child Health Clinic Meet at Baptist 

Church hall
CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 696650
Car Care Scheme Sue McPherson 652 949
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency Fire 01223 376 217
Non-emergency Police 0345 456 4564
Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 4564
Neighbourhood Watch Christine 

Theobald
651 051

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

Library Debbie Hare 07855 370356
Forward Gamlingay Chair: 

Ian Wakeling
Hatley Parish Council Clerk Leanne Bacon 650 477

parish-clerk@hatley.info
POLITICS
MP Andrew Lansley. 

Conservative.
01954 212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0845 0450 500

PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND EDUCATION 
Babies and Toddlers Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 408
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4821 940
Rainbow Preschool Sue Warner or Louise Ealey 652 157
Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 676
Everton Preschool Julie 07814 815 491

Natalie 691 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 208
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith 650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 650183

Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian Culverhouse 651 020
Tennis Club Amanda Hardy 650 124
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 785

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church Hall Kate Golding 651 215
WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 650418
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George Village 
Hall

Mr Marshall 650 971

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 178
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 298

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652899.
Skatepark Association Pauline Girdwood 651 091
Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks Meeting at 

community centre 
Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s Philip Gorton 650 581
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of Dance Susan Lucas, 316 518
St. Neot’s Model Railway 
Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: j.kneeshaw@
ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

Royal British Legion Sebastian Kindersley 651 982
Jackie Hough 651 070

Gamlingay Writers Tracey Goodwin 654 830
www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk

Village Show Steve Mitchell 654 984
WI Anne Clarke 651 932
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 628
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 748
Sir John Jacob’s Almshouses 
Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian Kindersley

651 070 
651 982

Philip Gorton 650 581
Sandy and District Round 
Table

Lee Packham Brown 650978

GEAG (Gamlingay Environmental Action Group) Brycchan Carey 651 141

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay Guides Benita Scott 650 547
1st Gamlingay Brownies Maria Spence 0771 1161 618
1st Gamlingay Rainbows Helen Oldham 631 720
Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: karen.

crutchington@sky.com
Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gransden/Everton Cubs Barry Jefferd 261 000
Scouts Thursdays Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Scouts Fridays Chris Elwood 07879 698477
Explorers Phil Wood  01480 830 866
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 119

CHURCHES
Baptist Church Minister, James 

Gilbert
651 519

St Mary The Virgin Rector: Steven 
Rothwell

650 568

New Life Fellowship Rev O R Inskip 01223 710373
SCHOOLS
First School Head J Newman 650 208
Village College Head M Clark 650 360
First School Association Via school office 650 208
Village College Friends 
Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information

PARISH COUNCIL - email and web details
Clerks Leanne and Kirstin gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.

co.uk 
Vice Chairman Jayne Wright jwrightgpc@tiscali.co.uk



The Police
Non-emergency number:

0345 456 4564

Gamlingay Library
07855 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-19.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


